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Clause l-—agreed to.
Progress reported.

BILL—APPROPRIATION.

Received from Assembly and read a first
time,

House adjonrned at 10.35 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

BILL—LOAN, £3,870,000.
Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Mitehell—
Northam) [4.35]: Menibers are fully aware
that this measure merely provides anthoriry
to raise the money to carry on the works

which have already been passed hy the.

Tonse. As a result of the diseussion on the
Estimates for lecan expenditure, it ig neces-
sary to secure authority to raise the money
to provide for the works in the schedule.
This Bill provides the necessnry anthority.
Tihe unexpended balance of money on loan
works at 30th June last was £2,806,236. The
proposed loan expenditure, inc¢luding Loan
Suspense Account, amonnts to £3,641,932,
and the Loan Bill provides for £3,859,600.
Of the: amount of the present lean, two
millions is for soldier settlement and £180,000
for capital for the Agricultural Bank. The
balance of £1,690,000 is required Tor the lol-
lowing works: Departmental £75,000, rail-
ways £440,000, tramways £100,000, electric
power station £80,000, harbours and rivers
£180,000, water supply £260,000, development
of goldficlds and mineral resourees £50,000,
development of agriculture £150,000, State
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undertakings £251,000, public buildings and
roads £03,600, and Qdiscounts and flotation
expenses on the loan £10,400. The total
loans authorised to June 30 last aggregoted
£50,700,173 in addition to deficiency bonds
authorised thig session amounting to £690,000.
The tetal indebtedness at June 30 last was
£46,822,003 and the sinking fund £6,848,825,
Ieaving n net indchtedness of £39,973,178, 1
informed the House what the various ad-
vances to individuals and investments were,
Most of them are returning interest and they
total £48,663,510. Members will remember
that last year we raised £1,500,000 in London.
That was the first loan raised in London
sincy 1914, It was issued at 98 per cent.
and bore interest at 3% per cent. That loan
was three times over-subscribed,

Mr. Trey: That was hefore you sct the

pace. .
The PREMIER: It was after you had set
the paee. During the war, loans were raised

throngh the Commonwealth Govermment.
That was by arrangement and we have aome
maoney to pay on those loans. We have some
£200,000 to mect at an carly date for the
redemnption of bonds and debentures. A good
deal has been used for the purpose of pur-
chasing machinery. Heeently we were offered
and accepted £30,000 in Melbourne, which we
took at G per cent. We have ou hand a cer-
tain amount of wmoney and T think it will be
cnongh to earry us over for a good portion
of next year. 1 do not anticipate it will be
necessary to go on the market until about
June next, and probably not even then.
We  have an overdraft with the London
County and Westminster and Parr’s Bank
in London of £G600,000. That was provided
to meet contributions to sinking fund and we
secured that advance at 414 per cent. interest.
Nowadays, [ think, the interest is a little bit
higher. For the five months just ended, we
have expended loan moneys amounting to
951,997 and of that £713,045 was for soldier
settlement.  Other loan expenditure ac-
counted for £238,952. I wonld like the House
to realise how little we have spent during the
past 12 months out of loan moneys, other
than for soldier settlement. We have in cash
in hand to date £495548. We have wheat
certificates on hand and money to come from
the dividends on wheat delivered to the pool.

That money, of course, will come f{o
the Tndustries Assistance Board, namely,
the first advance of 2s. 6d. per bushel
on wheat delivered to the pool and

the sccond 23, 6d. at the end of April.
These two advances shonld total about
£838,568, We have moneys to eome to us
from the Commenwealth Government on ae-
count of expenditure we have undertaken for
them in connection with the settlement of
goldiers on the land, a sum amounting to
£857,110 or a total of £1,691,226, I have
already told the House that we are faced
with the expenditure of abont £200,000 for
bonds maturing towards the end of the year.
In connection with soldier settlement, there
is no cost in connection with the raising of
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the money because the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment advanees the full amount. So far
we have paid £5 Gs. per cent. for the money.
We may have to pay more in future. This
accounts for the reduction in flotation ex-
penses and charges. Owing to the faet that
the Commeonwealth Government made no
charges last year the amount available
was not exceeded and there i3 still a balance
available. TLast year we obtained authority
for a very coonsiderable snm in excess of the
amount expended.  Last year we apent on
goldier settlement £1,933,310 aml on other
works, loan moneys totalling £729,986. Sowe
of that money was used as capital for trad-
ing concerns and some was used to increase
the capital of the Agrienltnral Bank., This
lean expenditure was lower last year than it
has been for many years past.. Tt ia true,
that during the previous year the expendi-
ture was not very great. Oun soldier settle-
ment it was £283,319 and other expenditure
amounted to £766,417, which is a little more
than last year. Although tbe House has
Jjust granted authority to spend a very con-
siderable amount on various works, I expect
that the position will be much the same as
it was last year. I do not expect it will be
recessary to spend all this money, but if it
is advisable to have an aetive immigration
policy, we shounld have the money in order to
put works in hand. We cannot have men out
of work in Western Australia and the times
nowadays are uncertain and very much out
of joint. 'We must be prepared to meet any
possible situation regarding wnemployment
following the advent of immigrants. It has not
been possible to do any publie works for some
time past beeause there has been no labour
available. There is none te-day and I do
not know what the position will be later on.

I hope there will be plenty of labour
available apart from Government works.
Except upon very urgently needed works,

money will not be expended unless plenty of
labour is available. The present is no time
for extension of public works because money
is very costly and also beeause labour is so
scarce. This Loan Bill provides for a very
Iarge amennt. However, when members take
out of the total sum the money provided for
goldier settlement purposes, it will be seen
that it is not so very considerable. I3
wish the House to understand that although
thr  works are authorised, the works
will not be gone on with unless there
is a change in the financial pesition and un-
less men are available to earry on the work.
We eannot come inte competition with pri-
vate employers who arc engaged in produe-
tion and who require labonr when it is avail-
able in order that these works may he ear-
ricdd out, But T think it advisable to have
the authority in case it is required. T move—

That the Rill
time,
On motion by Hon. P. Collicr, debate ad-
journed.

be now read a sceond

[ASSEMBLY.)

BILL—S8TAMP ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.
Debate vesumed from 10th December.,

Hon. T. WALKER (Kanowna) [5.46]:
1 have read the Bill, and I have read also the
specch delivered by the Premier in moving
the sceond reading. The Bill is esscatially
one for Committee. [n principle, I approve
of somg of the amendments it makes to the
existing Aect, but 1 can only regret that we
liave not a consgolidating measure before us,
Still, some very necessary improvements are
contained in the Bill, and therefore I do not
propose to take up time discussing the
wensnre on the gecond reading, but will leava
the discussion for the Committee stage.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a sceond time.

In Committee.

Mr, Stubbg in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill,

Clauses 1, 2, 3—agrecd to.

Clavse d4—Amendment of schedule
Stamp Aet Amendment Act, 1918:

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The Premier might
tell us why, under the clause, he is reliev-
ing the banks from all responsibility in re-
gard to the stamping of documents.

The PREMIER: Tt is the custom to-day.
The clause mercly provides that the ordinary
clearing hounsc work may be done without
the passing of stamped receipts.

Hon. T. Walker: But what is the cause
of the introduction of thist

The PREMIER: The Solicitor Gencral
thought it had better he nade clear that
there should be no elaim. There never has
been any clain,

Hon. T. WALKER: Tt seems the objeet
of the measure is largely to facilitate the
buginess of the banks, In another clause we
relieve the banks from giving receipts and
we put the responsibility for the necessary
stampa on to a third party acting as agent.

The Premier: But it never has been done,

Hon, T, WALKER: T know, but the ques-
tion having been raised I assume this is
simply to make it elear that in the case of
o hank aeting merely as holder, and trans-
ferring in trust the money to another bank,
it shall not be compelled to acknowledge by
a stamped document the receipt of the money.

The Premicr: Yes.

Clause put -and passed,

Clause 5—agreed to.

Clause 6—Receipts Tor bank deposits:

Hon. T. WALKER: This puts an un-
necessary obligation on the person acting as
agent for another in lodging deposits at
the bank, the responsibility of seeing that
a gtamp is placed an the receipt. The banks
are the more reliable people to earry the
responsibility, especially sinee the bank loses

to
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nothing,  On the reeeipt for a deposit of
a large sum, the stamp may be fairly con-
siderable, and it is permitted by the clause
that the cost of the stamp may be dedueted
from the amount deposited. Why not place
the obligation on the bankt

Mr. Plilkington: 'T'he bank cannot know
the facts, whether the person paying in is
or is not an agent.

The Premier: How ¢an the bank knowf

Hon, T, WALKER: The obligation of sece-
ing that the stamp is affixed should be with
those aecustomed to that woerk all day long.
{'nder the clause errors are likely to occor.

The PREMIER: The man wha knows zll
ahout the transaction is the one who should
be held responsible for the affixing of a
stamp to the receipt. Obviously, the bank
caunot know in what capacity the money is
paid to the credit of another person. It
is only wnceessary that somebody showld
stamp the receipt. At present it would be
quite possible for my friend to pay in @
sum of money to the credit of the leader
of the Opposition without in any way in-
curring responsibility for the stamping of
the reeeipt. In such eireumstances it is very
easy for the bank to be deceived, beeaunse
the bank cannot know the faets of the tranms-
action. It is a convenience for both pariies
that a man should be able to pay in to a
bank a anm to the credit of another person,
The man paying in will certainly see that
he {does not remder himself liable to a pen-
alty; it will be very easy for him to deduet
the value of the stamp on the receipt.

Hon. T. Walker: But he may not know.
Take the general community, who are nat
familiar with the Stamp Aect.

The PREMTER: It has been snid that
everybody, except lawyers, is supposed fo
kitow the law., The man paeying in will eer-
tainly know it. To-day a great many people
avoid paving for the stamps.

Hon, T. Walker: Has it not heen wsmal
to pay in without getting a receipt?

The PREMTER: No, the bank usually
gives a receipt, bat the bank eannot always
diseriminate as to whether a stamp should
he affixed to the receipt, This is a wise pro-
vigion, and it will bring in revenune,

Hon. T. Walker: Is there any precedent
for it in any other Stamp Duties Aet?

The PREMIER: At any rate, we can lead
the way.

Hon, T, Walker: I
these innovations,

The PREMTER: Tt is a good provision
neth for the banks and the Treasury.

Hon., T. Walker: This is creating a new
offence,

The TPREMIER: Against the person who
pays in the money. This is the man whe
should be responsible.

Clange put and passed.
Clanse 7—agreed to.
Title—agreed to.

am nervous about
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Bill reported withont amendment and the
report adopted.

Bill vead a third time and tramsmitted
to the Couneil,

BILL—LAND ACT AMENDMEXNT.
Tn Commiitteo,

Resumed from 9th December; Mr. Stubbs
in the Chair; the Premier in chuarge of the
Bill,

The C"HAIRMAXN: The Premier had moved
to insert a new clause to stand as Clause 9
to provide for appeals against appraise-
ments,

The PREMIER: 71 propese to withdraw
that new clause and substitute another.

Mr. Troy: Withdraw it altogether and
we will get through the Bill

The PREMTER: T hope to do so in any
cage, but T will now withdraw the new claunse
1 moved iast Thursday. ’

New clause by leave withdrawn.
New clause:
The PREMIFR: I move—

That a new clanse be inserted to stand
as Llause 9 as follows:—""(1} Any lessee
within threec months after notice has been
given to him of an assessment under Sub-
section 4 of Section 30 of the Land Act
Amendment Act, 1917, of the rent to he
payable nuder a pastoral lease or of the
reassessment wnder that section of the rent
payalde under any pastoral leage may, by
himself or his agent, apply in writing to
the Minister for a review of the assess-
ment by the board of appraisers. (2) The
Miniater shall thercupon direct the board
to hear sueh application, and notice of the
time and place of hearing shall be given
to the applivant, and the board may ex-
amine the applicant and other persony on
oath (which any member of the board may
atininister) and eall for books and papers
and may vary or maintain its assessment.
(3) If an assessment is reviewed by the
hoard under the provisions of this scction,
the preseribed period of six months for
the declaration by the lessee of the acveept-
ancee or refusal of a new lease ghall be ox-
teniled until one month after the appli-
cant has rveecived notico of the reappraise-
ment. (4) If a lease ig refnsed after an
assessmout has heen reviewed .ns afore-
said, the costs ineurred by the Department
of Landa and Surveys on such application,
to bie fixed by the hoard, shall be payable
by the applicant to the Minister,
antieipate opposition to this proposal.
Mr. Troy: Why do you anticipate that?
The PREMTER: Beeause the hon. mem-
Ler said that the new clanse would be op-
posed. Pastoral lessees should heve an op-
pertunity of appealing. Every other selector
under the land laws of the country has the
right to appeal to the Minister. The only
difference is that in this ease the Minister
may direct the board.

L]
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Hon. P. Coliier:

The PREMIKR: That is all right.

Hon, P. Collier: There is a great differ-
ence between the words,

The PREMIER: The Minister at all
events has to Qdirect the board to make fur-
ther inquiries and the pastoral lessee will be
allowed to produce the ovidence. If the evi-
dence is such as to indicate that the Loard
have over-priced the land, the Ministor may
then alter the conditions. The Miuister ghail
catse an inguiry to be made before the mat-
ter is determined. | cannot understand how
anyone could object to this. The pastoralist
has made his home on the leasc and when
the time is drawing near for the lease to ex-
pire, under the old Act he has the right to
the rencwal of his lease unless the Govern-
ment are prepared to pay for his improve-
ments,  He must have an option of renewat
upon such conditions as may be set ant at
the time, That ia only a fair thing. Tf the
pastoral lessee refuses to accept the renewal
of the lease, anyone who selects it after must
pay for the improvements, TIf that way the
fmprovements are protected.

Mr. Troy: We have no desire to do other-
wise.

The PREMIER: They should he pro-
tected, and the lessce should have a right to
he heard. The member for Kanowna, who
was onee Attorney General, said the other
night it was only British justice to give a
person the right of appeal. It is one thing
tor & man who applies for a lease for the
first time to be told what price shall be
charged, and auother thing for a man-who
has spent all his life in developing a lease
and then asks to have his lease renewed, The
member for Mt. Magnet said he could on
the Murchison eut up land into 100,000 acre
holdings.  Since he made that remark a pas-
toral lessee on the Murchison who holds
700,000 acres has informed me that he had
16,000 sheep and 2,000 cattle on it, but that
to-day he has only 8,000 sheep and 240
cattle.

Mr. Troy: Does he want to eut it np?

The PREMIER: If the 700,000 acres
had bheen cut into seven blorks, six of the
lessees would have been wiped oul nlta-
gether. The only feed on the whole property
38 now on 100,000 acres, the part where rain
had fallen. On the other 600,000 acres this
pastoralist lost half his stoek, and all he has
left is on-the other 100,000, This is a fact.

Mr. Troy: T have heard these facts be-
fore.

The PREMTER: This man has made »
statement which is true.

Mr. Troy: There are faets he has not
mentioned. If you suggested on the Mur-
chigon that a man could not live on 100,000
acres you would he hooted off.

The PREMIER: T have only given the
experience of this pastoralist. However,
the noint now is, are we justified in refusing
to the pastoral lessees the right to be heard?
I say the Committee would not be justified in
denying them that right. Some reappraise-
ments have been made.

¢¢Shall’’ do se.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. P, Collier: Where has the highest
reappraisenment heen made?

The PREMTER: The highest reappraige-
ment of all is on the Murchison—53s. The
lowest is 10s, and the average is 31s. 104,
Thus the highest vental is 5!, times the
amount of the lowest rvental. The pastora-
list should have the right to appeal here, as
he has in Queensland, where T underatand a
jndge sits with two wembers of the land
court. The trouble of appealing to a judge
in that it cutails great cost as well as con-
siderable delay.  Moreover, our pastoralists
are paying a premivm for the renewal of
their leases for 20 years.

Hon. P. Collier: They have the option of
not going om, of course.

The PREMTER: XNaturally; but if they do
go on they pay increased rents not for 20
yvears but for 30 years, I am sure it must
he the desire of every member that thege
men should be fairly treated. The ap-
praisers  may make mistakes—such as
basing their ealeulations upon wrong infor-
mation as to the carrying eapacity of the
land, for instance. All the factors of the
sitnation shonld he eonsidered,

Hon, W. . ANGWIN: The Premicr loses
sight of one aspeet of the question. Every
time he speaks on it he draws attention to
the rights of the lessees, but he entirely
omits any mention of the rights of the State.
At the time of the passing of the 1917 Act
it was definitely stated that the pastoralists
were getting au extension of 20 years under
certain conditions. T bhelieve most of the
pastoralists have aceepted the extenaion
under those conditions. In the absenes of
the 1917 Act the present lessecs would have
had no rights at all at the end of ten years.

The Minister for Works: But they would
have to be paid for their improvementa.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Not 2t the end
of 1928. T took the word of the member for
Perth for that, At the end of 1028 the
pastorat leases would have Decome the pro-
perty of the State.

The Premier:
right of rencwal.

Hon. P. Collier: No.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: There wae no
right of renewal at the end of 1928,

The Premier: The lessecs must be given
the remewnl under eertain conditions or the
improvements must be paid for by the Crown.

Hon. W, {, ANGWTN: Tndonbtedly the |
thirce gentlemen appointed a board for re-
appraigement  purposes are  men  Wwho
thoronghly understand the pastoral areas of
this State. The Surveyor Ceneral is the
chnirman of the board, Mr. Canning is a
member: and Mr. Canning, I know, would
make nll neceasary inquiries regarding the
areas to be re-appraised. T understand that
the third member of the board, whose name
T do not know, has had A0 years’ experi-
cuce of pastoral pursnite in Western Aus-
tralia. The extension of the term of the
lease was granted subject to reappraisement

But the lessees had the
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of rentals by the board.  Six months were
allowed to the lessee to aceept the rental so
fixul. The board, T take it, would look after
both sets of intevests. At any rate, 1 do
not think they would overlook the interests
of the State. Why is it that at this stage,
three years Iater, we have o proposal to alter
the conditions on which the term of the leases
has bheen extended for another 20 years?

Mr, Maley: The conditions have changed
even during the Iast 12 wmonths.

Hon., W. . ANGWIN: The conditions
as regards the land have not ehanged mueh,
There is nat the slightest doobt as to the
¥alue of the laud and its carrying capacity.
It ix merely the market that has changed.
1 suppose the meat market is better to-day
than it was in 1917,

My, Malex: It has gone right down.

Ton. W, ¢, ANGWTN: Tt has gone down
sinece the war, as it was bound to do. The
canditions as regards the land have not
changed, and the Minister has not told us
why the conditions of the cxtension should be
changed.  Tn the matter of these pastoral
leases, the hirthright of the people was given
away for 20 years in 1917, and T still main-
tain that that action constitnted the greatest
seandal that has ever occurred in this' Par-
linment.  Iowever, T have always upheld such
rights as Parlinment has granted, no matter
how they apply.

The I'remicr: You surely will not refuse
the right of appeal?

on, W, 0, ANGWIN: The conditions
of renewnl give no right of appeal.

Mr. Pilkington: But this new clanse gives
not w0 much the right of appealing as the
rizht of being heard.

THon, W, C, ANGWIN: The new clause
allows an appeal for rehearing in the eawe
of lesseex who are  discontented with  the
rentals imposed by the board. The Premier
has told us that the highest amount he has
is 338,

TTon. P. Collier: That is on the Murchison.

How, W, O, ANGWIN: The Goverument
whe introdueed the Bill were afraid to go
higher than £3 and when the Bill was intro-
dueed it contained a  provision that the
mwmonnt should not exceed £3. However, that
was striek out during the passage of  the
Bill through this Chamber. The rent is
wol poing xo high as was anticipated when
tae Vet was pnssed in 1917,

Hon. T. Walker: Tt has never reached that
nmELxImum.

The Premier: The board have oot yet fin-
ished.

Hon, . Collicr: But you have done the
riehest and bhegt of the Jand.

ITon, W. (. ANGWIN: The pastoralists
have entered into an agecement that these
leases should ke earried on under certain eon-
ditions and T cannot sec why the conditions
shoulil he altered. The pastorvalists who took
the aveas for an extended term of 20 yoars
under certain eonditions should abide by
those conditions.

|45
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AMr. Teesdale: But you give a murderer
the right of appeal.

fon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: That is an entirely
different matter. This land was taken up
for an extended period of 20 years on the
vaine set down by the appraisers. Now the
Government say—I do not know under what
precssure—* ¢ We are not satisfied. We want

.ohe appraisers to review their appraisement

if the lessee is not satisfied.!’ No one could
make me helieve that the appraisers went
onto 2 station, looked over it and said it was
worth so mwuch. I am satisfied that they
made all possible inquiries and probably ob-
tained information which the lessee would
wot have given them.

The Premier: Yes, a great deal; here it is.

My, Teesdale interjected.

fton, P, Collicr: They shonld not fix it on
the price of wool for one season.

Hon, W, €. ANGWIN: If they did we
would have a higher maximum than 35s. We
shoull therefore adhere to the econditions
laid down. .

Mr. ANGELO: There is no suggestion of
going back on the eontract by the pastoral-
igts who have agreed to transfer their leases
to the new Aet. All that the pastoralists de-
gire ia to have some method of rectifying
mistakes, beeause mistakes Dave ocenrred in
these appraisements. The kader of the Op-
position said the other night that the pastor-
alists had been aware of the appraisements
for some time, Some of the pastoralists have
not got their appraisements to-day.

Hon. P. Collier: Of course.

Mr. ANGEL(: Now that they are finding
out what they bave to pay, they realise that
mistakes have been made. The leader of the
Opposition said we had no faith in the board.
Sueh is not the ease, T¢ the State was
hunted through, no better persons could be
scleeted for the board of appraisers than the
thiree who have Leen mentioned, but these
men have not been able to go through the
SBtate and make the appraisements themselves.
They have had to delegate their authority
to deputies, and some of the deputies have
not the experience regnired for sueh an im-
portant job. Tn our district we have a re-
turned officer. T do not suppose a more relin-
hle or straightforward man could he found
in the State, but the only experience he had
had was as overscer on one station in a part
of the Qistrict. Tt is on his repert and on
the report of many similar deputies that the
appraisers have fixed their prices. Let me
point out a glaring case. There is a station
within 13 miles of the port of Carnarvon
which  conld carry a  sheen to  seven
acres. ‘The appraisement of that station I
helieve is 41s.  Another station which has
to earry wool for 200 wmiles and runs one
sheep to 15 acres, is asked to pay 33s. 6d.
It Aocs not require mnch experience to realise
that a mistake has been made there, The pas-
toralists are satisfied with the eonditions, hut
they consider that in some eases a mistake
has been made. The appraisements have no!
been as they shonld be, and I am satisfied
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that the pastoralists would agree to the new
vlause now proposed. Then if they were not
sutisficd with the appraisement, they ecould
protuee evidenee to the board and try to
prove their cvase. [ would certainly recom-
mend them to agree to such a provision.
Many pastoralists did not expect to have
their rents more than doubled. Yet wo hear

of one ease where the rent has been increased.

314 times, namely, from 10s. to 55s.

My, Troy: It should not have been 10s.
anyhow,

Mr. ANGELO: Anyonc can realise that.
The station situated close te a port should
pay mere than a station with similar country
that has to carry its produnce a considerablo
distanee, aml a station which has first class
land shonld pay more than a station of second
class land, Al the pastoralists acknowledge
this, and they do not want to upset thaese
comditions.  All they agk is that any mis-
fakes may Ve rectified and | do not think
there will be many mistakes, If the pastor-
alists ean go in person to the hoard to prove
their case, they will be satisfled. T beliove
there is not a pastoralist in the State who
does not think Mr. King, Mr, Canning and
the other gentlemman are a competent board.
[ would iike to know whether a pastoralist,
after appealing to  the hoard and being
turned down, will he qualified to go back to
the 1928 leasc, even after having snbmitted
Itis ease to the board.

Hon. P. Collier: Yes.

Mr. ANGETO: Then | do not think the
pastoralists will ask for anything more than
the new clause now proposed by the Premier.
} would stress the point that a great deal
of the appraising work is being done by men
who know very little about the pastoral areas
as a whole.

Mr. Davies: Why were they appointod?

Mr. ANGELO: Beeanse there were not
more eonfpetent men to appeint; it is impos-
sible to get them. Tn the Roebourne dis-
trict | know of a deputy who for many years
was a commission agent.

ITon. P, Collier: Scveral commissien agents
are standing for Parliament. Surely a com-
mixsion agent iz not without some capacity?

Mr, ANGELQO: But thia commission agent
iv heing asked to judge the carrying capae-
itv of land. That is the work of an expert,

Hon. 1n. Collier: A commission agent who
comes here has to know something ahout all
kinds of laws.

My, ANGETQ: But he is not asked to
Juwilge the earrying capaeity of a lease, The
conlitions throughout a district vary so con-
siderably that it is impossible for one man
to know them all, let alone to be competent
to judge various districts. T am afraid that
these high rentals have been based on the
profits rveanlting  from stations during the
ahiormal times we have gone through, 1
beliove they have been based on a sheep
being worth 8s. a year to the squatter. The
squatter may have realised this ameunt dur-
ing the laat four or five ycars, but T do not
think it will last loug. TDuring the past
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few wonths, the wool market has gone dowi
vonsiderably, aml in some of the North-
Weat distriets sheep canuot be given away,

Mr. Troy: That is nonscuse,

Mr. ANGELO: [ heard of sheep being
offered at 25, Gd. a fiead.

Mr. Troy: The rental is not based on that,

Mr. ANGELO: I hope it is mot, but [
am afraid it is. If so, the values of stations
will not be anything like in the near future
what they have been in the past. Alcendy
we hear of stations being offered for sale
and the bidding for them is very much
smaller than it was a year or two ago, |
trust the Committee will aceept the new
vlause,

Hon, Sir H. B. LEFROY: 1 feel that the
Committee might he wisled by the state-
ments of the member for North-East [re-
manle regarding the liabilitics of lessees. As
a role, the hon, member goes very carefully
into all matters e takes in hand and men-
bers naterally aceept his statewents as being
accurate.  He informed the Committee that
he had been told there wis no compensation

for lessees upon the tormination of their
leases.  The Land Aet distinetly sets forth
that lessees on  the termination of  their

leases shall be compensated for all improve-
ments that exist an the lease.  If the hon.
menber looks at Section 146 of the Land
Act, 1888, he will find that the Minister
has to pay for improvements in eertain
eases,  The seetion reads:—

Ow the expiration by efliuxion of time
of any pastoral lease not open to remewal
on the same or any other conditions to
the same lessee, or upon uny pastoral les-
see being deprived by the Minister aeting
under this Aef, of the use of any laml
held under a pastoral lease, and comprisesl
within an agrieultural area or reserve, the
pastornl lessce shall, subjeet to the pro-
vigions of thiz Act, reccive Trom the Min-
ister the fair value of all lawful improve-
ments then on the land of which the
lessee has been deprived, or which heing
outside sueh land aml comprised in sweh
pastoral lease have hecome lessened in
value by reason of such deprivation, If n
pastoral lease he renewed to a succeed-
ing lessee, the previeus lessee aball be en-
titled to receive from the suceceding lessee
the fair valne of all soeh improvements
cxisting on the land.

Mr. TROY: T do not abject to any poer-
son making an appeal, provided the condi-
tions are not what they were in the Laml
Act, 1917. That Aet provided a condition by
which the then existing lessces seeured all
their leases on the payment of increased rent.

Hon. P. Collicr: Tunereased rent aml the
limitation of the areas.

Mr., TROY: The Premier stated that he
oxpeeted largely increased revenue from these
rents, and if the vight of appenl is given,
and the appeals are allowed, the gencral
community must make np for the loss of
revenne whieh will result.
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The Honorary Minister: 11 the lessee ecan
prove that a mistake has been made, should
not that be recognised?

Mr, TROY: The advantage given to the
pastoralists in this conntry is over and abeve
that given to any other seetion of the com-
munity. That must be because of the in-
fluenee they have, due to the wealth they
possess.  In Queensland, in 1902, the Philp
Government were reterned with a big major-
ity and they extended the pastoral leases
for 43 vears. Oune of the conditions was
that the leases were to be appraised every
five years,  Throe years Iater, after the
pastoralists had secured the extensions, the
smme Goverument brought in a measure pro-
viding that the rents were not . to bhe raised
mwore than 50 per cent, during the term of

Cthe lease, It is a remarkable thing that
what has happened in Queensland is about to
happen in Western  Australia, and that is
why I am averse to making provision for
appeals. Tt might not work ont in the in-
ferests of the State.  The appraisers in this
easy are tmen who have a knowledge of the
pastoral  lands, aml they certainly  took
the greatest pains  when examining the
conntry,  The Premier gave a  valuation
of o station. whieh valuation was very
Tigle. 1 know the station. It enjoys u
poud winter rainfall and it gets a summer
vainfall as well. 1t is within 100 miles of
Geraldton amd the railway goes through the
property. T feel that there is an intention in
the new clause to repudiate the provisions
of the Land aAet, 1917, or the econditions
winder which the holders of the pastoral areas
agreed to the inercased rentals, namely that
ey got an extended term. 1T the lessees,
el heing satisfied, on the expivation of the
leases in 1928, decided uot to renew them,
uziny people wonld be found only too anXious
to take them up. The majority of people
vwoere unaware of what was happening when
the 1917 Ael was passed. [f they had heen
aware of the position there would have been
a gereat protest.  The board which the I're-
mier speaks of is not the appraisement board.

The Attorney General: Tt is the same
hoard. :

Mr, TROY: it is not provided for in the
amendment. 1 objeet to a judge,

The CHHAIRMAN: It says in the amend-
ment, By the hoard of appraisers.’’ .

Mr. TROY: Another board may be ap-
puinted.

The Honorary Minister: XNo, that is not
so, There canuot he another board.

Mr. TROY: While generally not opposed to
giving the right of appeal, T do not feel too
disposed to eoncede these wen that right be-
vanse they shonld abide by the contract that
they entered inte in recognition of which
they were granted an exteasion of their
leases,

Mr. NATRN: Before the member for Mt.
Magmet resumed his seat, he stated that, on
the expiry of these leases in 1928, hundreds
of people would he only too anxions to avail
themselves of the opportunity of taking them
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up. 1 ean only hope that that is true, There
are indications that to some extent we should
consider whether the outlook is as good now
as it was in the past. We have only to go
back n fow years to realise what drawhacks
confront those engaged in the pastoral indug-
try. At the preseat time there is a feeling
abroad that the pastoral ondertuking is the
mest attractive in the Commanwealth, In
common fairness to those who are engaged
in that industry, some provision 1or review
of the valuation set upon their hinds by the
hoard of appraisers should he provided. T
have not heard any argwment worthy of -con-
sideration in favenr of taking away from the
pastoraliats the right to have the board’s de-
cision reviewed. The valne to be placed upon
the holdings by the hoard of appraisers is
heing assessed under the greatest diffieulties.
We appreciate the enormous area over which
the Board have to work and that should wake
us realise that it is humanly impossible not
tv make o mistake sometimes.  In those cir-
cumstances, we should not hesitate for one
moment to give the pastoralists the right to
have their  appraisements  reviewed and, if
necessary, re-assessed. Mo far as the indus-
try itself is coneerned, all the indieations to-
day are that the position iy rather serious.
Mr, Troy: That is not so.

Mr. NATRX: | am not saying that the
industry is deomed hut during the last five
or six years, the impression has been that the
pastoral industry is a veritable gold mine.
Our experience has shown that there have
keen a great many failures.

Mr. Chesson:
are failures,

Mr. NAIRN: That is troe, but in no
uidertaking is there the same visk as. that
attached te that of the pastoralist. I hope
that the amewdment will he earried.

Hen. P, COLLIER: The amendment put
forward by the Premier this afternoon is
vastly different from that which he aubmitted
last week. 1 offered my strongest opposition
to the amendment as then submitted and I
am very peased that the Premier has seen
fit to withdraw it and put forward some-
thing more aceeptable. 1 have no antipathy
whatever to the men cogaged in developing
our great pastoral areas, particularly in the
North-West. T am just as anXious to cx-
tend justice and fair play to them, even
though they be wealthy. as T am, according
to my views, to the hnnblest of the land.
I do wnat propose te oppose the amendment,
[ see no abjection to any person affected by
an appraisement having the right to present
evidenee or facts for review to the same
board whieh assessed the value of their pro-
perty in the first place. 1 would oppose any
proposal to place that review in the hands
of any other tribunal beeause T do not know
of any other which would be so well quali-
fied to deal with the appeal. I do not believe
in appealing from a board qualified to deal
with it to some less qualified body.

Mr. Johnston: Who would decide on legal
points?

in every walk of life there
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Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, that would proh-
ably be the result, under the proposal us
originally put forward., 1 do not desire to
traverse all the ground that has been eoveresl
hy other members but it is fair that when
the Aet was passed in 1917, those pastoral-
ists who were affected by it, accepted the
provisions laid down in the measure on that
geension. They were quite satisfied to ac-
eept the appraisement by the hoard laid
down under that Act. There was no supges-
tion by anyone at that time that there
should be the rvight of appent. [ do not like
the refereico to ‘‘appeals,’’ for it is really
0 matter of ©roview.’' At that time, Mr.
Buteher, who may he regarded as represen-
tative of the pastoralists, was a member of
the House and he cxpressed his approval
with that part of the Bill in which the leases
wore dealt with, Me aceepted the proposal
for a double rent and alsg admitted the great
likclihood of the rent of some of the leases
being fixed at more than double rent as laid
down in the Bill. The Henorary Minister
for Lands saw n strong possibility of that
fact and expressed the view that some of
the rents wonbl greatly exceed the provisions
Inid down in the Aet. Fle was correct, 28
time has shown, hecause during the past few
dnys we have heard of u ease where the rent
was raised to 55s, per thousand. Tt has been
contended that that was too high. That is
only one case.  We know that wp to date the
average appraisements in the Gageoyne dis-
trict work out at 23s. and when the Bill was
introduced, the waximun rent was fixed at
£% in the Bill. The House was opposed to
any snch limitation being inserted in this
Bill, so mueh so that the then Minister for
l.ands, the present member  for  Moore,
moved to strike out the proposal. Tf the
llguse struck out the maximum of £3, they
must have had an idea that the rentals might
have been fixed higher even than that amount.
Some nf the best pastornl land in the conn-
try has heen alrcady appraised. 1 speak,
subject to correction, but T believe that as
the work proceeds further north the average
rentnl will he lower. On the Gascoyne and
the Murchison the reats ran up to 55s. per
thousand aeres. The present Honorary Min-
ister for T.ands spoke in connection with the
il and used the following words—

From information obtained from thoso
who have been there T understand that the
whole of the Kimberleys are good for
enttle, whilst Tast Kimberley standa
alone. The herhage is sweet and is auit-
able for shecp, and if water i3 obtained
that partienlar terrvitory ean earry one
sheep 1o two aeres. . . - .

1 do not know whether that is au optimistic
estimate or not.

When we think of the cenormous torvitory

we have there, and when we have informa-

tion like this from people who have spont

years there, all T can say is that it is a

disgrace that we can only boast of a total

of five million sheep. Tven if the country
anly earries one sheep to five acres, there
is not a squatter who will object to pay-
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g £3 o thousand, for such lands, whicl
~under the Bill is the maximum. . ..
I hope the memher for Kimberley- is listen-
ing.  The Houerary Minister when gpeakingy
in the House said that no pastoralist would
nh‘];-ur to paying £3 per thonsand aeres as
rent.

The [Honorary Minister: T have not
changed my views yet.
lion. [ COLLIER: The present 1lon-

orary Minister continned—
I think, however, that that as a maximum
is not enough. I would increase that figure
so as to allow the eclassifiers to have n
greater scope to differentiate between our
heat pastoral country aml our worst.
Hon, T. Walker: That was a good speech.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is one of the
shrewdest uttevances 1 have heard coming

from the hon, member. There seems to be a
desire in some quarters to convey the im-
pression that 43s., which was the maximum
amount of rent reuched in the appraistments
last week, is an exeessive amount. Some-
thing of this nature was anticipated when
the Bill in 1917 was hefore the House, [
quote the Homorary Minister’s remarks to
show that it is quite understood and antiei-
pated by wmany members that the reats in
some cages wonld go heyond £3 per thousund
aeres and considerably beyond it in the view
of the Honorary Minister for lands. This
will show that there iy no justification for
any great outery on the purt of these af-
focted hy this measure. [ think we should
amend that part of the amendment which
says that the Minister shall direet appeals
to” be Neard with a view to giving discre-
tionary power to the Minister. [ do not de-
sire to take away the right of these men to
have their eases reviewed hut <t is squite
possible that appeals will be lodged which
on the face of them are not warranted.

Mr. Angelo:  The appellant will have to
pay the eoata.

Mon. P. COLLITR:
ter.
The Premier: It will not do any harm.

Hon. P. COLLIER: [In any case the ap-
pellant only has tn pay the costs of the ap-
peal when he refuses to take up the lease
mnder the re-appraised figure but prefers to
wo an with his old lease. T think we should
give permissive power to the Minister he-
eause no Minister wonld refnse the right of
yeview in eases hranght hefore him, but there
may he cases in which the hoard consider it
would be waste of time and money to re-
view them. It is not a very important point
hut diserctiénary power should be left with
the Minister.

That does not nat-

Sitting suspended from 6,15 to 7.30 pan.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Before tea T sug-
gested to the Premier that we might insert
“Onay ! instendl of ‘fshall’’ in Subelavse 2
of the amendment. Tt is not of great im-
portance, but it may be that all the persoms
coneerned will agk for.a review of the nasess-
ment.  They would have uothing to lose
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by it, and possibly something to gain, I
see nothing in the amendment which would
prevent the board from cvem inercasing the
amount at first set Jdown. Still, they would
not be likely to do that. The Minister ought
to have the digerction of refusing a review
if the circumstances justified it. 1 do not
suppose any Minister would refuse the right
of the pastoral lessec to state Dhis case to
the board. Only in the event of their uot
takiug up the leage would the appellants
lave to hear the vost of the proceedings it
the assesament were wpheld, T move an
amendment: ~

That in line 1 of Subclause 2 *‘shall?’
be struck out and ‘Ymay’’ inserted in
lien,

The PREMIER: | (o not think the amend-
ment onght to be made, 1§ a rehearing is
asked for, it should he granted. Tt is only
natural that the Jegsee should wish to have his
case reviewed if he thought the rent was
too high. The hoeard of appraisers are the
only persous who van determine that ques-
tion. In all the cireumstances T think the
pastoral Jessee should have n re-heaving if
he so desires.

Mr. ANGELQ: Apparently the chief con-
cern of the leader of the Opposition s that
the board might he inundated by  trivial
complaints. T want to sec “‘shall’’ retained
in preference to "fmay.”’  The difficulty
might he overcome by providing  that all
upnlivations for review shall be aceompanied
b a deposit, to he forfeited if the case
gshanld prove to he teivial,

Mr. TEESDALE: 1 cannot support the
amendment. | know to-day a dinister whowm
I would not entrust with the responsibility.
Some Ministers, bitterly opposed to pastoral
lessces, would allow their personal feelings
to sway them in such cases, It wonld be a
mistnke to leave to a Minister positively
antagonistic to pastoral lessees the right of
suving whether or not the rental should be
reviewed.

Hon. P, Cullier: Are you anticipating a
change of Ministers?

My, TEESDALE: The leader of the Op-
position has been very fair in his treatwent
of the Rill to-night and it would be graeeful
on his part to concede this small point.

Hon. T, ¢ollier: T will not press it.

Amendment put and negatived.

Hon, P, COLLIER: L
mint—

That the following be added to atand as
Subelause 5:—*Tn all eases where the
board of appraisers make a re-assessment
of any pastornl lease a report thereof
shali be presented to Parliament, together
with the ressons therefor and the evidenne
upon whieh the reasons are based.'’

Mz, Teesdale: T have no objeetion to that.
Hon, P. COLLTER: 1 take it that the
hoard, before arriving at their deecision in
the first instance, would pgo very fully into

move an amend-
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the matter and eoxereise their best judgment.
But when an application is made to have the
assessment  reviewed and, ns o result, the
lease is  re-nssessed, then I'arliament ought
to kuow the reasons for it.

The FPremier: TIf this means that the file
shonld he laid on the Table, no one coull
have any abjection to it.

ITon. 1, Collier: The file wili suffice,

The PREMEIER: But if it means that o re-
port has to be specially prepared, it will
entail a good deal of work. [ have no
obiostion fo the giving of the information
to the Ilouse, but T think the amendment
should e winended by the striking out of the
words  “fpresented te Parlimwent’’ and  the
ingertion in dieu thereof *'laid hefore botl
{lonses of Parliament.??

How. P, COLLTER: With your permissivn,
My, Chaivman, T will ainend the amendment
avcordingly,

The CHAIRMAN: That is understood.

Amendment as amended put and passed;
new clanse as amended agreed to.

Title—agveed to.
Bill reporteil
report  adopted

with  amendments and the

BILIL—~WHEAT MARKETING.
In Committee.

Resmned from 2ud December; Mr. Stubbs

in the Chair; the Premier in charge of the
13it,

Sehednle (agreement):

lion. I". COLLIER: Clause 12 (b) of the
apreement provides for the payment of re-
muncration to the agents of 14d. for hanil-
ling the wheat. Why las there been an in-
evease of one-cighth of o peanyt  Is it
heeanse of the inereased handling charges
consequent upon the increased price of every-
thing?  One-cighth of a penny applied to «
10 or 12 willion bushel harvest amounts to
i large sum,

The PREMLER: It is dne to the increased
cost of cverything during the last 12 months.
It is ouly 2 rcasomable increase to give.

Moan. T, Collier: Have you worked it ont?

The PREMTIER: On an cight million bushel
harvest it wmeans sowmcthing over £4,000, The
difficolties of handling the wheat are also
much greater,

Mr. WILLCOCK : Subelnuse 2
12 of the agreement is ambiguous. Tt deals
with the question of wages. Who is to e
vegponsible for the wages to be paid for the
handling of the wheat? The Minister will
say he has nothing to do with the matter,
and the agents will say they cannot raise
the wages without the permission of the
Minister,  The payments at country sidings
shonld De somewhere near the wages paid
on the coast. T£ they are fixed with due re-
gard to the wages clsewhere there is not
likely to be any trouble this year in the
handling of the wheat,

of Claonse
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The P'remier: There will be a sehedule of
wagres.

Mr., WILLCOCK: Tf£ there is any arga-
ment as to the amount of wages to be paid
for certain work, 1 want to know who will
settle it, The Westralian Farmers’ Ltd. and
the wheat growers will certainly not be likely
ta give anything away.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: They do not care
A hang about azuything except increasing
dividends.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Either the Minister is
responsible to the country or the eompany
are regpongible.  As the paragraph is worded,
the responsibility rests upon no one.

Non. P. Collier: [t places the responsi-
Lility upon the Miunister.

Mr. WILLCO(U'K: If there is any dis-
pute about the handling of wheat towards
Christinas time, when the Arbitration Court
govs into vacation for three or four months,
the wheat may be hung up.  That would be
a digastrous position.

The Attorney General:  The Arbitration
Court does not go inte vacation for even two
months,

Mr. WILLCOUK: I protest against the
ambipious wording of this clause.

The PREMIKR: T am obliged to the hon.
wmember for the warning he hag given, How-
ever, I think be iz mistaken, The Minister
merely approves any proposed inerease in
winges gr deerease in hours.

Hon, P. COLLTER: Clause 19 of the
apreement, referring to the limitation of li-
ability, reduces the ageut’s liability by one-
half, from onc farthing to one-cight of a
penny.  Why this rednetion?

The PREMIER: The position this season
is entirely different from the position last
season, inasmuch as the wheat will not have
to be stacked and held for any length of
time, bt will De shipped practieally as be-
fore the war. The agents’ responsibility,
therefore, will be very much less. A great
teal of wheat has been already sold for ship-
wment, ~

Hon. P. Collicr: The responsibility was
ridiculonsly low before.

The PREMIKR: But we have to pay the
agonts for taking the respomsibility. Of
conrse they have to Dbear the responsibility
of properly delivering the wheat.

Mr. TROY: If the agents’ liabiilty is so
much less owing to the wheat being shipped
promptly, they will not incur expense in
that connection, The Premier has given no
argument why the agents’ liability should
he further limited as here propesed. The
responsibility shonld he retained now as it
was in the previous agreement.

How, W. (. ANGWIN: TLike the member
for Mt, Magnet, U think the Premier is
astray on this point. Previously the agents
had to acquire the wheat at the siding and
take it into depot, where the agents’ lia-
hility  ceased.

The Premier:
was concerned.

Ag far as the depot wheat
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Hon, W. U, ANGWIN: Noj; the liability
ceased. [f auything, the liability is greater
this sceason because the agents will have to
take the wheat to the port and care for it
vntil it has been shipped. Otherwise, the
position must he that the Government are
going to take this part of the responsibility,
which is the greater purt. Tt is true that we
Lave handled our wheat more cheaply than
the linstern States, but that has been dne
to the Western Australian Government tauking
the risk of the wheat in stacks, which risk
in the Eastern States was borne by the
agenta.

Mr. TROY: .Tf there is no receiving agent
at the siding and the grower has to leave
his wheat there pending the pleasure of the
Westralinn TFarmers Ltd., will the grower
bear the responsibility?

The Premier: Yes, if there is no agent at
the siding.

Mr. TROY: \Wheat is often damaged very
seriously at swall sidings, and the grower
ought not to be asked to hear that respon-
sibality. I have scen 2,000 bags of wheat
at a siding and wso agent in attendanee, the
wheat being in danger of damage by par-
rots and other birds, hy horses, and by five,
Sparks from a railway engine wight set five
to wheat under sueh conditions.  The agents
should bear that reaponsibility.

Bchedule put and passed.
Schedule fA*?:

Mr. THOMSON: The farmer is to be paid
2g. Gd. by way of interim advance, and the
balance of the 5s. is to be paid to him at
some later time. Ts it the intention that the
certificates shall be negotiable?

The Premier: They ave negotiable now.

Mr. THOMSBON: And the certificates un-
der this Bill will Lie negotiahle?

The Premier: Yes,

Mr. THOMSON: Will the farmer be able
to pay his eertifiente over to anyvone who ig
willing ta aceept it?

Hon, W. C. Angwin: 1 saw in the news-
papers recenfly that the Australian Wheat
Board were preventing certifleates from be-
mg negotiated.

The PREMIER: I understand that a sep-
arate undertaking will be given to pay the
second 2s. 6d. per bushel, apart from the
ordinary certificate whieh is the farmer’s re-
ceipt and on which the dividends are re-
corded from time to time. This other addi-
tional certifieate will, I nnderstand, be issued
in April. The sccond certificate will ba
necessary if the second dividend is to be
easily convertibhle into cash.

Mr. Thomson: The farmer will be gquite in
ovder in handing that certificate to a store-
keeper or a bavker?

The PREMIER: Yes,

Schedule pnt and passed,
Schedules fB,*7 *4C’'—agreed to.
Title~—ngreed to.

Bill reported with an ameundment.
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As to recommiteal.

The 'REMIER: T move—
That the report be adopted.
Hon, I, COLLIER: I move—-

That the Bill be recommitted for the
purpose of further considering Clause 2.

Mr. SPEAKER: If the hon. momber de-
sires to restrict the discussion to Clause 2,
be had betier allow the report to be adopted
first of all.

Tiom, 1%, Collier: ¥ do not desire to rvestriet
it,

L]

Mr. SPEARER: On the motion for the
adoption of the rveport it iz competent to
move For the reeommittal of the Bill, but
the whole Bill will then have to be consid-
eral de nove, On the motion for the third
reiding the Bili may be recommitted with
Himitations,

How 1. Collier: Very well, T withdraw my
proposal.

Question
adopted.

put  and  passed; the report

Recommittal.

On mohon by Hou. P. Collicr, Bill recon-
mitted For the purpese of further consider-
ing Clause 2.

Clange J=—Fxtension of Actz to wheat har-
vesled in 1920-21:

lon, 17, COLLIER: I move---

That the following proviso be added:

4 Provided alse that wheat acquired ander
the aweney apreement authorised by this
Aet, or umder any agency agreement rati-
fiid by the Wheat Marketing Act, 1916,
or any Act extending the operation thereof,
and maede availabie for local consumption
shall be sold at a price or prices, whole-
sile or retail as the case may be, not to ex-
veed the price or prices, if any, lawfully
fixed under the Prices  Regnlation Aet,
1819, and applicallle to tle sale, but if
ne such price is fixed or a sale takes place
elsewhere than in an area proclaimpd un-
der that Act, the price to be charged for
siieh wheat on the sale thercof shall not ex-
eeed 780 S per hushel: Penalty £100,

The Attorney General :
Nutiee Paper?

Houn. 1. Collier: No.

Mr, THOMSON: )t is not in order if it
is not on the Notice Paper. I was ruled out
the other night on a similar point. Until we
have seen the proposed nmendment in print,
it is bhardly faiv to ask uws to consider i€ ¥
move—

Is that on the

That progress be reporfed.
Ifon. 1. Collier: Why#?

Mr, THOMSON: We camnot he expeeted
to diseurss it straight away.

Motion put and passed.
Progress reporied.
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BIL.L—APPROPRIATION,
All Stages.
Message from the Governor received and

read recommending appropriation in connece-
tirn with the Bill,

i aceordance with resolutions adopted in
Committees of Supply and Ways and Means,
leave obtained to introduwee the Appropris-
tion Bill which was read a Erst time,

Second Reading.

The PREM(ER (flon. L
tham} [827]: I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,
read a

Mitehel—Nor-

Question put and passed: Bill
seeond time.

I'n Committee, ete.

My, Stubbs in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bili,

Clauges 1 to 4 and Schedules A to E inclu-
sive—agreed to.

wehedule ¥

Mr, TROY: I notice that under the head-
ing *¢ Premier’s Department ™ a aix month’s
increase at £50 per annum is shown for the
seeretary. How does this ecome aboubtl

The PREMIER: This is due to the fact
that the increase pnssed by Parliament was
granted,

Mr., Troy:
now?

The PPREMIER: He pets 600, He was
drawing £550 and £150 as eommissioner
under the Postponement of Dehts Act,

Hon. W. (', ANGWIN: Will the Premier
explain the meaning of the item wnder Con-
tingencies, f Freight on A, C. Kessell's
furntture from Lonidon, £449 4 54,7

The PREMIER: This is a very old frienl.

Han. PP, Collier: 1 think we have heard of
it hefore.

The PREMIER: We are
money out of his pension.

What does the sceretary pet

yevovering  the

Behedules A to T--agreed to.

Title, Preamble—agreed to.

HIL reportedl without amendment, and the
report adepted.

Head o third time and transmitted to the
Comnedl,

-

RILL—PREVENTION OF CRUELTY
TO ANIMALS,

Seeond Reading.
Tebate resumed from 17th November,

Mr, DUFF (Clavemont) [8.36]: This Hill
was introduced by the member for North
Perth (Mr. Smith} and, as was pointed out
by him, it is a re-enactment of the provi-
sions of the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Aet, 1912, with certain alterations
amd additions.  These alterations and addi-
tions were prepared very ecarefully by the
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society, with the assistance of a wagistrate
or two, and others who were eompetent to
advise,  Hon, members after perusing the
Bill will make up theiv minds to give it
their support,

Thon. W, G, Angwin: Let us get into Com-
mittee on it,

Hon. P. Collicr: What are the prineipal
teatures of the BiN?

My, DUFP: T will deal with thosc.

IHon. P. Collier: But do not forget that
the member who introduecd it spoke very
Lriefly, .

Mr. DUFF: | do uot intend to take up
very mueh time. The Bill denls exhawstively
with the management and treatment and
the prevention of cruelty to amimals, The
lirst mensure of this kind was introdnced in
FEngihmd nearly 100 years ago, awd since
then societies sueh as our own have gprung
up practically thronghout the western world,
T do not know that there is any oceasion
to refer to the record of the society in thig
State. Tt will speak for itself, The latest
monthly report cxhibits a  splendid and
noble effort on behalf of the lewer animals.
! need not repeat that the soeicty deals
with persons who disregard and are ntterly
ignorant  of the faet that animals have
rights, awd that man iz under a moral and
n saerel obligation in vespeet to his con-
duet towards them, 1 have heand it said
that  the socicty are rather  inelined
to  be  aggressive, That is  not  true.
The soriety s only aggressive, and justly
xo, towards the inhuman monster who will
wilfully illtreat a duml animal, We have
heard n good deal of comment as vegards
the diseretion and care that s exereised
in the appointment of honorary inspectors
throughout the different districts in our
State. T might mention the fuet that hefore
an honorary inspeetor is appointed in any
digtrict ingoiries are made, and as much
diseretion iz used in the appointment of that
inspector as is used hy the Premier in ap-
pointing justices of the peace. T mizht also
mention  that from the . instruetion classes
wlieh have heen started at the State sebools
and in wany country disteicts, great benefit
hax been derived.  Children are taking more
earc and interest in the prevention of eruelty
to animals than they exhibited before, The
socicty is also providing approved lecturers.
The field work done by inspectors has been
of great value to farmers and others. Al
inspeetor visits different farma and he gives
veterinary  adviee and  treatment as  well,
partieularly in cases of emergeney. He,
however, does not iuterfere with any veterin-
ary surgeon who may be handy. Tarmers,
however, have declared that the visits of the
society 's officers have been of inestimable
value to them. The society’s officer also
makes inspeetions of water troughs, wells,
and other places where water is eomserved.,
The ohjeet is te find out whether there ls
any discase in these troughs or wells. Tn
this way the spread of digease amongst stock
has heen prevented,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Ilon. W, . Angwin: T netice yeu arg
willing to cousent to ineeulation for diseases.

My, DUFF: If the veterinary surgeons
order it I suppose it is all right.

Hon. W, €. Angwin: That does not make
it any the less eruel,

Mr, DUFI: T wish to give an idea of
the gigantie work that is earricd on by the
socicty, and quote n few figures to show what
has been done.

Hon. W. € Angwin:
about the Bill

Mr. DUFIF: The society sinee 1913 has
iuvestigated no  fewer than 10,739  ecases.
Veterinavy advice has been given in 3,190
cases, the prosecutions have numbered 319,
and thé convietions have totalled 310. The
nunher of animals humanely destroyed has
been 2,024  These figures show that a great
amount of good work has been done by the
society. The member for North-East Fre-
mantie asked who the members of the com-
mittee of the soeiety were.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: [ did not ask that.

Mr. DUFF: '"The wembers of the com-
mittee comprise lailies and gentlemen who
flevote much time to the earrying out of the
aims and objeets of the society. There ave
some clanges in the Bill which may he re-
zurded a3 being drastic, but on analysis |
think they will be foumd not to he so. T
will Teave Ffurther comment until we reach
the Comumittee stage, and will concliude by
quoting the motto of the soeiety, ‘*The depth
of depravity indieated by an offence should
be the measure of its punishinent.’’

Tell us something

Mr. GRIFFITHS (York) |5q3|: [ ilo
not intend to delay the House at length in
discussing the Bill on the sceond reading.
The meagure amends the Bill passed in 1012
and  provides alsa cortain additions and al-
terations. Under Clanse 4 there are five new
offences adiled, while six of the old offences
are retained. The offences now inelude itl
treating any animal;  failing to supply any
domestie or captive animal with propey and
sufficient food or water or suflicient protec-
tion against inclement weather; keeping or
using or acting in the management af any
place where fighting or beating of animals
is permitted or allowel; inciting auy animal
to fight or bait any other animal or encour-
aging or assisting thereat; conveying, cacvy-
ing or packing or causing to be conveyed,
carried or packed, any animal in sueh a
manner as to subject the animal to unneces-
aary pain or suffering; needlessly slaughter-
ing or mautilating any animal or subjocting
any such animal to wnnecessary pain or suf-
feving; riding, driving, using, conveying or
carrying any animal which is unfit for such
use or treatinent:; neglecting, as the owner
or person in charge, to reasonably cxercise
or cause to be exercised any dog, habitually
chainell up—this is one of the new provisions
—ecarrying, packing, or causing to be eon-
veyed, carried or packed, any poultry which
is of different species; administering poison
to any animal—that inelndes doping of any
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rive-horse — gelling, offeving, cxposing for
aale or giving away or provuring any person
tn do same, any grain or seed which has
heen rendered poisonous, except for bona fide
use in agrieulture; Inying any poison or
finid or catable matter, not being sown wheat
or grain which has been rendered poisonous,
or shooting pigeons relensed from  traps.
This embodies the whole of the offences under
Clanse 4. The chief new provisions are con-
tained in other parts of the Bill, inelwling
Clanse 13, which provides that a constable
under  certain conditions wmay destroy in-
jured amimals.  Clauses 20 to 25 are new
provisiona. Clauses 20 requirves employers and
owners to produce the drivers of animals and
awimals if so requiced.  Under Clavse 21
power is given to the court to deprive per-
song convivted of cruelty of the ownership of
an animal. lause 22 deals with the sale amd
purchage of deerepit ammals, and  Clause
23 regulates the slanghtering of those ani-
nals. | mention these few clauses bevange
certain membera say that they do not know
what the HBill containg, No good purpose
can be served by odilating on these points
as must of the provisions are taken from the
Intest British Act whieh was framed in 1917,
"That is the latest legislation on the subject,
with the exception of our own Act of 1912,
which this Bill amends. [ tried to make my-
self conversant with the corditions of the
Bill jn the short time at my disposal since
I was asked to accept the responsibility
for it in this Chamher, | laok to mwmbery
who, a8 Australians, are lovers of animals,
to pass the Bill in the fgem lovers of ami-
mals would like to see it. There is only one
other matter 1 shonld like to add. The so-
cicty has done most noble and humane work
in this State, One of the former members
of this House (Mr, Titus Lander), was per-
haps the most prominent in bringing the
soviety into Dbeing. [ am only sorvy the Gov-
ernment have not scen fit to bring in legis-
latton which would enable Mr, Lander to
earey on his work in the country distriets.
The animals of the city lost o good friemd
in Mr. Lander when he went info the coun-
try.

AMr, Troy: East Perth lost a good friend.

Mr. GRIFFITIIS: In Fast Perth [ have
seen o gencral seattering take place among
men with horses and carts when they heard
that *‘Titus'" was coming aleng, Evidently
there were sore shoulders abeout and they
were afrnid of what would happen when
YTitus ' saw them. T shonld bave liked to
see the sphere of nsefuliess of Mr. Lawmsler
extended to the country districts. We have
endeavoured to get the Government to amend
the Veterinary Act, so that he could nse his
veterinary knowledge in the country distriets
in the intercsts of the animals there.

Mr. SPEARKER: 'The hon, member had
hetter wait till that amending Bill comes
along before he discuss~s My, Titus Lander.
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MHon, W, (. ANGWIN (North-IBast Fre-
mantle) 840]: [ must say the Housc has
been given a lot of infarmation by those whe
have spoken to the Bill, There is something
that wa have yet to hear ahout it. We have
heen told what the soviety is and what the
members of that body have done, and -also
what Mr. Titug Launder has done, but we have
not been told why there is a nccessity for the
Bill. This iz a mcasure to prevent cruelty
to arimals and yet we find that the society
which we arv told has considered the Bill in
all its aspects, and prepared it for preseuta-
tion to the House, provides among other
things for the eutting wp of animals. Vivi-
section is still provided for in the Bill and
animals can be inoculated for various dis-
eases, no matter what their saffering may
be. Bo far as this exemption i3 eoneernud,
one would have thonght that the socicty
wonld have been the first to endeavour to do
away with viviseetion. The Bill provides
that that shall continue.  Then there is the
matter of laying poison. 1t is & penalty for
anyone to lay poison in order to eateh cats
in their back yards, but the laying of poison
in agricolturgl distriets is permitted. TE it
is eruel to give poison {o an animal in
one’s back yard, surely it is cruel to give
poison to animals en the farms. There is no
differenee, yet the society adhere to the
exetuption for poison laid for bona fide ap-
rieultural purpeses.  Am | to understaml
from that that there is wo eruelty in poison-
ing an animal oun the farm, although it is
criel to do so in the back yard?

Mr. Troy: What about eatching a dingo
in a trop and tearing his foot off,

Hon, P. Collicr: He would come ia the
definition of eaptive animal,

Mon, W, (. ANGWIN: We have not hal
much information about the Bill and in this
instance there scema to e some ineonsistency.

The Minister for Mines: What are hon.
memberg to do if their neighboura persist
in keeping cats?

Ton, W. ¢, ANGWIN: |
Personaily, 1 am fond of ecats.

do not know,

The Minister for Mines: SHo am T, but
there is a limit,
Mon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: If the Minister

fur Mines set poison in lis pgarden and a eat
took the bait, he wonld be liable to prosecu-
tion, but if the memher for Mt. Magnet set
Poison in his garden in the conntry—and after
all a farm is only a large garden—he would
be exempt, There is some inconsisteney in
tha Bill

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

Tn Comuittee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair;
charge of the Bill,

Clanses 1 and 2—agreed to,

My, Griffiths in

(Manse 3—Tnterpretation:
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Hon., Sir H. B. LEFROY: Would the
meniber in charge of the Bill explain to the
Commitice why the . expression ‘‘domestic
animal’’ means any horse, ass, mule, bull,
sheep, and pig.  Why bullf

Hon. P. Collier:  That
buil, -

Hon, Sir H. B, LEFROY: The cow is
probably domestic but T have never before
hieard that a cow was a Imll. Does the word
S hall?? inelude 1 cow?

Mr. Griffiths:
understand  why
there,

Hon, W, . Augwin: 1 notice that a fowl
i ineluded ag an aninal,

Ton, P. CoMier: Tt will b2 an animal for
the purpoeses of this Act.

Mr. Griffiths: Tt ia there for the purpeses
of interpretation.

Hon. P, COLLTER: TParagraph (f) pro-
videg that the term ‘il treat!’ shall inelnde
wound, mutilate, overdrive, over-ride, over-
work, abuse, worry, torment, torture, and
also knowingly overload and knowingly over-
erowd and wnrvenzonably, wantouly eor malj-
ciously beat,

The Minister for Aines:
abusive languayge?

Hon, P. COLTAER: T want some infor-
mation regarding this matter. This 13 »
paragraph which will serviously affect puople
who are driving in the roral distriets. Tar-
tivularly will this be so during hwvesting
time, when they are driving along the dusty
voadds in the wheat areas, especially thoso
who are sitvated 20 or 15 miles from a rail-
way. Those farmers may at any time he
ponneed upon hyv an over zealons offieer and
charged with overworking their horses.

Mr. Duff: Tt is in the old Aet,

Hon, P. COTILTER: TDoes the expression
““abuse’’ mean verbally abuse or otherwise?

My, Pilkington: Tt will not seviously af-
feet Parliamentary  debates.

llon, P. COLLTIER: T hope not. Then we
ot an interdietion on the worrving of an
animal. It secms to me we regnire an in-
fevpretation of cach of these words.

The Minister for Mines: Faney torment-
ing a kitten with a silken tassel!

Hon, P. COLLTER: TUnder this definition
of over-working a horse, T am afraid most
of our farmers at this busy season are linble
to a penalty, for probably they are nat only
over-working their animals hut even, per-
haps, abusing them. :

The Minister fer Works: Would it he
abusing a horse to eall him a bullocky eow?

Hon, P, MOLLIER: T eannot sav. Per-
haps the hon. member in charge of the Bill
can tell ng the difference hetween the elause
aml the corresponding seetion of the cxist-
ing Aect.

The MTNISTER T'OR WORKS: W are
all desirons of secing animals  decently
treated, but this provision i3 a bit extreme.
Who ig to he the judge of over-driving and
over-working?  The limit of one horse’s
strength is perhaps six miles, while anather’s

is the domestie

T am somewhat at a Joss to
““hill"" has been placed

Toes it inelode

[ASSEMBLY.]

strength may be equal to 60 miles. As to
this silly provision about not ubusing, if a
wan said “*Damnt’’ to a horse or a haltock
he would be abusing it.

Hon. . C‘ollier: TUnder this vou might be
prosecuted any day.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T would
he proseeuted every day. Let ns have com-
mon sense i our legislation.

The Colominl Sceretary: The wording is
just the snme in the existing Act.

The MTINISTER FOR WORKS: T do
wot_eare.  Beeause our predecessors were not
sufficiently alive to deal with this matter,

are we not to pot it right? T move am
amendment—

That i line 2 of paragraph ()
““abuse, worry'' be struck out,
The Minister for Mines:  Mneh of this

could he applicd to members of Parlinment.

The MTINTSTER TFTOR WORKS: Of
course it conld, for this includes wmules and,
for that matter, asses alge. By that 1T am
not referving to the member for Perth My
IMitkington).

The Minister for Mines:
the mewmber for [Pevth?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T wmnst
exeinpt  him, becanse he is superior to all
consideration of asses.  Fwen the lowly nass
of Galilee wonld be heneath his notice,

Mr. GRIFFITHR: T see ne objeetion to
these words.  Without cansing any incon-
venienee they have heen in operation sinee
Mg, Certain powers arve reguired by the
officers looking after our dumb animals, and
T should like to sce the Bili go through un-
amended.  The words of the provision are
practieally identieal with those in the sec-
tion of the existing Aet.

Mr. TROY: The word “worry'’ s
superfluons.  ““Torment’’ embodies all that
is necessary.  Of course to abuse an animal
is, not what the Minister for Works supposes
it te bhe, but to ill-treat it. T do not object
to any of the words in the provision, but the
danger is that the administration of the
weasure may be in the handz of busyhodies
ot no practieal experience.  Take the ques-
tion of over-rkiing or over-driving: what
woulit happen in a case of life and death?

Hou. Sir H. B. Lefroy: Due considera-
tion would he given to the circumstances.

My, TROY: Suppoesc a horse jibbed, cven
with an empty cart, and the man in charge
helted it with his hat or even with a whip—
an inspectar might proscente. Vet if the
man in charge sere to let that horse beat
him he would never get any good out of the
animai again, heeause soinetimes the with-
Tholding of a heating will ruin a horse.

T Mr. KATRN- T hope the words will not
bhe struck out  They are cssential.  They
have been v the existing legislation for
mary years, ‘‘Worry "' is used in the sense
of oue nnimzl worrying another to death. in
a convietion under a measwre of this nature,
almogl *nvariably the deeision is on 2 ques-
tion of fact. T have never heard of an.abuse
of the powers given under the cxisting Aet,

Why cxempt
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Tf any attempt were made by buaybodios to
harass a man it would not be sapported by
the socirty. One eannot imagine & penalty
heing inflicted on a man for over-dviving
whea lLastening for a doctor. On the other
hawl, horses from livery stables are fre-
quently taken out amd cruelly over-driven. It
is a wicked and seandalous procecding.

The MINISTER 1OR WORKS: As the
striking out of these words would probably
be unwise, 1 ask leave to withdraw the amend-
ment,

Amendment by leave withdrawn,

Mr. MALEY: Under the Mlmieip.uitics
Ae¢t the hmpounding of animals is fully pro-
vided for, and the abligation iz ‘east upon the
local anthority to frame regulations dealing
with the question. Tf stock is impounded by
the local authority {bat stock has to Lo at-
tended to.  In my opinien the pavagraph
dealing with the definition of a pound is
superfloons. T move an amendment—

That paragraph (g) be struck out,
Mr. GRIFFITHS: Ewven if it 1w a dupli-
cation | ecannot sce that any harm ean be
done by Hs inelusion here.

Hon. W. (. ANGWIN: Tt is a useful para-
graph, [t ¢annot be supposed that all pound-
keepers in the State will look after the ani-
mals in their ¢harge, There have been num
crons complaints because of the fees which
have heen charged for the impounding of ani-
mals.

Amendment pnt and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 4—OTences of cruelty:

Hon. Sir H. B. LEFROY: Paragraph (b)
deals with supplying food and water to ani-
mals held in captivity and to protecting them
from inclewent weather, Under this para-
graph a pastoralist who holds sheep in o yard
for 24 hours wonld be liable to prosecution.
It is imposible to shelter sheep under snch
conditions, and the socicty should not enforce
the law in such a ease.

Mr. GRIFFITIIS: T can see no objeetion
to providing animals with sulicient food and
water as well as shelter.  People sometimes
go away and leave animals tied up without
cither food or water. The pavagraph is in-
tended to cover cases of that deseription.

Mr. TROY: I wmove an adinendment—

That the words ‘for sofficient protection
apainst inelement weather '’ be struek out.
1t is impossible to provide sueh protection
in the ¢ase of sheep which have been yarded

over night.

Mr. DUFF: The intention of the socwety
is to guard agninst wilful aets of eruelty on
the part of people who leave animaly ca-
posed.

Mr. TARDWICK: The paragragh is in-
tended to operate against persons who do
such things as tiec up their horses outaide
at night without any coverng.
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My, PICKERING: It would be impossible
to provide shelter for sheep that heve becn
placed in sale yards, for instanee, - The
parvageaph is too wide in its seope.

Mre. DURACK: Domestic animals are de-
fined ns being sheep, pigs, goats, ete., and
an inspector of the soviety might well take
wetion unless this pavagraph is struck out,
against pastoralists and other breeders of
animals,

Hon. Sir H, B. LEFROY: The paragraph
also applies to dogs, cats, fowls. I agree
that if a dog is tied up it should be shel-
tered, bt unfertunately the paragraph ap-
plies also to sheep and cattie, Tt is over-
loaded.  If those administering the measure
act judiciously all will he well, but if its
administration falls into the hands of offi-
“ipus people there will bhe  trouble,

Hon, P. COLLIER: 1 hope the words
will remain. They are in the parent Aet, and
wo member has  given cinstances of their
operating  harshly. We wust assume that
this wicasure, like other measures, will be
administered with diservetion.

Mr. Maley: The trouble iy that there are
tan many honorary inspectors,

Hon. P, COLLTER: If we are to assume
that oflicious busy-hodies will be acting as
inspeetors under this measure, we ought not
to pags the Bill at all. We must assume
that magistrates will give consideration to
il the circumstanees of every case. Pro-
tection should be provided against carelvss
peeple who own animals.

Alr, NATRN: As one who has taken 3
considerable interest in the society, and as
an active member thereof, 1 can inform the
Committee that the society depend entirely
on voluntary contributions, and that if they
took ubsurd action they would themselves
he putting it ont of their power to econtinue
their work.

Amendment put and wegatived.

My, PICKERING: What is the force of
the words “‘needlessly slanghter’? in para-
graph (b)) of Snbelnvse 17
* Mr GRIPFITHS: 1 have details of need-
fess slaughter amd weedless doing to death
of animals in revolting cirewmstanees. The
Lurping of a dog to death and the flogging

of three horses to death are instances in
point.
Me. PILKINGTON: Paragraph (i) of

Subelanse 1 says that it shall be an offenee.
to- -
convey, ¢arry, or p.uk or cause to be eon-
veyed, earried, or packed, any pouliry
which is of dil’l“cront. gpevics.
I know unothing about the nceessity for such
a provigion as thiz, but, in order to make

the paragraph  grammatieal, I move un
somemdment— ’

That iu Subelanse 1, paragraph (i),

after the word ‘fponltry’’ there be in-

serted ‘‘together with other
Amendment put and passed,

poultry.’'
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The MINISTER FOR MINES:
graph (k) makes it an offence to—
#ell, offer, expose for sale or give away,
or procure any person to do the same, or
knowingly to be a party to the sale, or
to sell, expose for sale, or give away, any
grain or seed which has been rendered
poigonous except for hona fide use in agri-
culture.
The previso appears to put the matter ull
right, but does not extend to the gale of
poisened grain vr seed. I suggest that after
the word “‘was’’ in line 3 of the proviso
“sold or’" shonld he inserted. The destrue.
tion of domestie vermin is as justifiable as
the destruetion of agricultural vermin.
Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: Tf it is right for
farmers to wse poisoned grain to destroy
vermin, it iy vight for everybody else to use
potsoned grain for the same purpose.
Mr, TROY: Paragraph (1) makes it an
olfence to—
knowingly pnt or place upon any lanl or
building, or cause or procure any person
to put or plave, or be a party to the same,
any poison or any fluid or edible matter
not being sown sced, or grain which has
heen rvemdered poisonous.
‘That paragreaph will work very badly, espeei-
ally in the case of poisoning water for
vabbits and wild dogs,
The MINISTER FOR MINES: Clause 6
gives the necessary esemption. I move an
amendment—

That in the provisno to Snbelause 1,
after the word ‘‘was,’’ line 3, there he
ingerted ‘‘sold or,’’

Para-

Amendment put and passed;

the clause,
us amended, agreed to.

(‘lanses 5 to  |0—agreed to,

Clauge 1i—Limitation of time within in-
tormation or complaint laid or made:

Tir. BROWN: XNinety days is too long.
Hixty days should be suflicient,

Mr, Troy: Why sixty daya?

Mr. BROWMN: There should be some limit
of less than nincty days,

Mr. Troy: Make it thirty days.

Mr, CGiriffiths: This is intended to
the needs of ovuthback places,

M. TROY: T move an amendment—

That
“ harty

meet

‘fuminety’” be struck out and
"% inserfed in lieu.

I know of uo place in thia country where an
information conld not be laid within 30 days,
I would like to know of any place in the
Murchigon whicll would require ninety days
in which to lay an infermation,

The Ceolonial Secretpry: You supported
ninet s days in 1912,

Mr. TROY : That is not my opinion now.

Mr, DURF; Abont 18 years ago, Resident
Muagistrate Clifton of East Murchison

The Minister for Mines: Give us some-
thine up to date.
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Mr. Pickering: Ifas not there been any
advanee in the Murchison for 18 years?

Mr. DUF¥: Resident Magistrate Clifton
was stationed 500 miles heyond the rail
head. A min had got his team into a bog
and he hammered two of the horses to death
and had te drag them out with the other
horses.  This happened 40 miles out and
was not heard of until long after it had

oceurred.  This shows the need for the
period mentioned in the clause.
Mr. PICKERING: The 1912 Aet pro-

vides thirty days and surely that should hwe
sufficient now,

Mr. GRTIFFITHS: Some of these offences
are committed by men doing overland trips
and they are away for months. That is why
an extengion is asked for,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I1f we are
geing to amend the law we should show that
the existing law has proved detrimental, The
only instance mentioned was one 18 years
0]d. TUnless it can be showu that 30 days
ig not sufticient we should not amend the ex-
isting provision, T support the amendment,

AWmendment put and
uz amended, agreed to.

Clanges 12 teo 24—apreed tfo.
(lanse 25—TInjuring trespassing animals:

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: This
clavse would apply to the shooting of kan-
garoos. Very often a kangavoo is injured
and travels for some distance.

The Minister for Mines: A marsupial is
not an animal under this measure.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:

passed; the clauvse,

[ <hould

like an cxplanation from the member in
charge of the Bill

Mr. GRIFFITUHS: If the Minister looks at
the interpretation he will find that the ex-
pression  ‘‘animal’’  means any domestic
animal. Tt eannot apply to a marsupial.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T would like the
hon. member to explain the meaning of the
last portion of the clause. [ agree with the
Minister that the whole of the elause shonld
be struek out.

Mr, Pickering: 1t is the same with jroats;
they are most destructive animals.

The Minister for Works: T have 200 of
them at my place.

The Minister for Mines:
eseaped from Denmark,

Mr. TROY: Tt frequently oceurs that
dogs get among sheep. A man might shoot
a dog in such cireumnstances awd never know
to whomn the dog belonged, Tt might not be
posgible to trace the owner, and one might
have to go 20 or 30 miles to find a justiee

They must have

of the peave. Moreoveyr, the penalty is too
heavy.
on, 8ir H. B. LEFROY: The clause will

do an injustice, A kangaroo dog may got
amongst sheep anmd worry them. and if the
owner of the sheep shoull sheot at the dog
and wound it, and the deg shoull go on to
stnebody else’s property, the man who shot
it would have to report the fact. We should
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consider individuals as well as animals. The
kangaroo dog that gets amongst shecp docs
not deserve any censideration.

The Minister for Mines: 1f a dog has been
shot and eseapes to an adjoining paddock,
the objoet of the clause is to provent it suf-
fering a lingering death.

Mr. DUFP: Dogs are not the only animals
whieh stray ou to people’s propertics. Pigs
have been known to stray also and trouble
his been caused through shooting them, The
chiuse should be permitted to remain.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: When
people go kangarooing they take dogs with
them and it is then that the dogs find their
way amongst the shecp. You shoot at them
and if your luck is in you may kill the dog;
if it is not, you only hurt it. Then if it is
only hurt, it gets away, and if yon do net
know who the owner is you do not say any-
tling about it.

Amendment put and passed;
strizek out.

Clause 27—agreed to.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported
report adopted.

the elause

with amendments and the

BILL—GRAIN ELEVATORS (No. 1).

Second Reading,
Debate resumed from the 25th Novewber,

Hon. P. COLLTER ({Boulder) [10.15]:
This is a short but nevertheless somewhat
important Bill. 1t proposes to allow those
wha put their wheat into this scason's pool
to divert 6d. per bushel of the surplus pro-
eocdls towards the purchase of shares in the
West  Auvgtralinn Grain  Growers’ Co-opera-
tive Flevators Ltd, T mn not quite clear in
my reading of the Bill as to whether all the
creditors of the farmers concerned are en-
tirely protected.

The Premier: T think the Industries As-
sistanee Board iz protected.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The language seems
to be ambiguous,
The Premier:
must be protected.

Hon, P, COLLIER: 1t would be mani-
fustly unfair to permit any of the proceeds
from this season's harvest to be diverted to-
wards the purchase of shares in this eom-
pany, while the farmers coneerned have un-
discharged labilities to creditors which have
been standing for years past.

The Premicr: 1 think it is clear in the
Rill,

Hon. P. COTHIER: 'We ean (Qiscuss that
matter in Committee but even so, it seems
to me that there will be a possibility under
the Bill of the persong coneerned being al-
lowed to invest this money in the shares of
the company  hefore they have diseharged
theiv Tabilities to the Industries Assistance
Toeard.

The Premier: 1T do not think so.

Hon, P. COLLIER: T %ce no reason why
any of the surplus money should be devoted

At any rate, the creditors
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to this compuny before the farmers con-
cerned pay their debis to the Industries As-
sistance Board, any more than they sheunld
he silowed to take up shares before the debts
to the private creditors have been paid. The
P'remier stated in moving the second reading
of the Bill that with the “‘approval of the
mannger of the Industries Assistance Board,
fid, per bushel might be diverted to the pur-
chase of these shares.’’

The Premmer: That is so.
Hen. P, C(COLLIER:  Although these

clients may still owe a considerable sum to
the Twdustries Assistance Board?

The Vrewier: Some of them have credits,

Hon. P. COLLIER: And aome of them
may have debits, Tt may be the intention
of the Government to pursue that policy and
give the manager of the Tndustries Assiat-
anee Board power to forego his right to the
payment of money owing to the board, but
there s wothing in the Bill that will permit
of that heing done, The Premicr made that
statement dnring the seeond reading, but
there is nothing in the Bill to bear it out,
and T do not think theve should be anything
in the Bill allowing money to be diverted for
this purpose nntil all liabilities are dis-
charged cither in the case of clients of the
Tudnatrics Assistanee Board or of ontside
peeple.  They should discharge their obliga-
tions to private persons as well as to the Tn-
dusgtrics Assistance Board. Tf they have n
eredit they will be able to use their money
for any purposc they wish, Until they meet
their linbilities, however, whether to private
“redlitors or to the board, T do not think they
should be permitted to take up any shares.

Hon. W. . Angwin: There is u diffcrence
between the hoard and the Aet.  They are
two different matters.

Mr. Hickmott; Wounld nnt the eredilors
hold the shares of these people?

Hon. 1. COLLTETR: No.

Hon. W. ¢, Angwin: What a niec thiug
that would Dbe,

Hon, P, COLLTER: What is the good of
holding shares of clients who have owed
money for years? [If therve is a surplng from
this harvest, instead of providing for the
payment of the debts, the hon. member snya
that the farmer should have the power to
purchage these shares and the ereditors will
hold them, althongh they will be no gooed to
the ereditor for many years to eomwe. [ have
no ghjeetion to the Bill provided that it ia
made perfectly clear that only when there is
sueplng money fo the eredit of the clients of
the bourd, shall they be ahlte to purchase
sharea in this company.

The Mremier: T think that is nbsolutely
the intention of the mensure,

Hon. P. COLTATR: T am concerned with
what the Premier stated rvegarding  the
rowers of the Tndustries Agsistance Toard
to permit these shares to be purchased.

The Premier: T do not think T wused
thase words, nlthough there are a good mauy
in credit.

o, W, (. Angwin:
to hw theve.

They have ne right
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Mon. I'. COLLIER: 1 agree with that,
but it they are in ecredit there is no objec-
tion to the purchasing of these shares.

Mr. Money: If the farmer owes wmoney,
he woulit not be a sharcholder.

ITon, W. C. Angwin: TIf he could nse Gov-
ernment money he would get shares.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If the hon. member
means that if a farmer 38 a client of the
hoard he wonld not desire to be a share-
holder, I would suggest that anch a farmer
wonld like to remain in debt to the hoard
and at the same time get these shares if he
were permitted to do se. We must see that
such n thing shall »ot occur.  [ntil a man
has a surplus he should not be allowed to do
what he likes with the money. Apart from
the aspects [ have referred to, T sec no ob-
jection to the Bill.  All interests must be
protected  and  the Government must cer-
tainly be protected as well. T am not pre-
pared to give the Government power to say
ta auy client of the beard that although he
owes a certain amount of money to the Staie,
the State will forego its claim in order to
allow the farmeor to pay 6d. per bushel to-
wards the purchase of the shared in this
company.,

Mr. Johnaton:
Yuite safe.

Hom, W, (. Angwin:
it is.

_Hon. P. COLLIER: 1 do not eare how safe
the aceount is. 1 presume the hon. member
meavs that jif there ja ample security | sheunld
not objeet. 1 um not prepared to agree with
that conteation at all.  The farmers should
he prepared to meet their itabilitics before
making uwse of their money for the purchase
of shares,

Even if the aceount s

No matter how safe

Hon. W. . ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle} [10.25]: In dealing with this ques-
tion during the cowrse of the Address-in-re-
ply, I pointed out that, in my opinion, this
request was one of the most impertineng
that had ever been placed before a Gov-
ernment.  When farmers went to the Gov-
ernment and asked permission to allot money
to he paid out of the 1919-20} wheat pool in
order to purchase shares in the direction sug-
gested, whereas at the same time they owed
hundreds of thousands of pounds to the Gov-
crnment and private creditors, it waa beyondd
my comprehiension that sueh a thing counld
he put to any Government in any part of the

world. T thought it was a little bit ‘‘over
the odds.”” | thought they had gone to ex-
tromes.  This is a very Jdiflicult Act to deal

with becanse we have alveady two or three
Bills dealing with the same subject and it is
difficult to know whether we are over-reach-
ingr ourselves in any one Bill. We should not
do =0 in this Bill at any rate as it is the
cerux of the other Bill which was introduced
hy the Premier last Friday., Let us review
the matior for a few moments. Two years
ago Parliament refused to prant permission
for the crection of grain elevators, The Com-
monwenlth Government offered to lend the
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Ntate Government money to buoild the cle-
vators. The measure wont through ‘this
Chamber, but another place refused to grant
the permission for the ercetion of clevators,
They poiuted out, and very justly too, that
owing to the war and the increased cost of
machinery and Dbuildinga, this proposition
would be a losing one for the Government
and natorally, proteeting, as they say they
do, the interests of the State, they refused
to pass the measure,

Mr. Johnaton: And to-day the
elevators will cost linlf as much again

Hon, W, (. ANGIWTN: What is the po-
sition?  We find that the ygeneral manayer
of the Westralian Farmers Lid.,, Mr. Basil
Murray, went to Jclhourne

Mr. Hickmotr:  There would have been
w1 osaving on the bags had the elevators been
creeted.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIXN: That is so, ¥ar-
mers reeeived more for their bags than it
vast them.  That was the evidenee which was
given before the Royal Commission. Mr.,
Keys, the manager of the lorul wheat seheme,
pointed out in his evidence before the Commis-
rion that the sale of bags with wheat seut
to Ameriea haidl realisel more than they rost
in Western Anstralin,  He algo pointed oot
that they got half the value of the hags
in England. As [ say, Mr. Murray went
to Methourne and was very successful in
convineing  the Prime  Minister that he
hal a company known as the Uo-operative
Comipaay. Then seversl  gentlemen  went
avound this State and tried to eonvinee the
furmers that there was sanch a company.,
They wanted to form a company after having
got the car of the Prime Minister, and they
sueeecded in vonvincing some of the farmers
that there was sueh a company. Eventually
the Rill was introduced inte this Chamher.
Rut spme questions were asked by My, Sander-
son in another place a little while ago as fol-
lows: —

1, Mave the Western Austratian Whent
Marketing  Committee received any objee-
tion from farmers to a levy out of the
wheat dividends fov the hencfit of the
Woest Australian  Graingrowers’ Co-opera-
tive Elevators, Limited? 2, Tf so, what
objoctions nre advanced against the levy!?

The replics given weve—

1, Yes. 2, Various. With reganl to (2)
the objections inclade (a) shares in the
company have heen enneelled; (b)) eriginal
applieations for shares arve alleged to liave
heen made in crror; or {¢) have been
withdrnwn owing to inahility to pay: or
(dy involve other porsens without their
anthority,

Those are the rcasons given. Those persons

had heen led astray hy the cloquence of some

hon, members in this Chamber and other gen-

Hemen autside the Chambher,

same

The Premier: When was that answer
given !
Hon. W. (. ANGWIXN: Ou the 4th No-

vember, 1920, These people were appealing
to the Government to save them £from the
position in which they had been placed by
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the cloquenee of those who had addressed
them.  Mr. Murray went to Melhourne aml
indueed the Prime Minister to grant him a
lvan of £550,000. The company is supposed
tn have a eapital of £1,500,000 in 1,500,000
shares of £1 cuch. They were required to
have 300,000 shares allotted prior to starting
the works, the shares to be paid up to 10s,
aud the company had to spend £100,000 ou
the works before the Prime Minister wounld
wmlvanee any money whatever. It was neces-
sury to introduce a Bill in the Commonwealth
I'arliament to carry ont the provisions of
the agremnent. Here are a copy of the Bill
and a copy of the agreement. The true
position was not placed before the Federal
Parliament. The Vetlernl Ministers were
led astray., To prove my contention, let me
sy that when the Bill was. hefore the Senate
Senator Pratten asked this question—

Can the Vice-President of the Executive
Couneil explain why the Western Awustral-
ian Government have wot anything to do
with this scheme?

Senater Russell snid—-

The explanation ig that they
sufficient votes in the State Parlinment.
Thoe seheme, however, is subjeet to the
Parliament ef that State giving foll powers
to the co-operative vompany which has been
formed.

Then Senator Pratten commented—

If the Western Australian Ministry have
not gufficient votes to secure the endorse-
ment of the scheme, how can they expect
the second one to be endorsed?

And Senator Russell replied—

They have not sufficient woney and not
wuffiecient power, prebably beeause a num-
her  of their supporters regarded the
seheme as being of too  socialistie a
character,

The Premier:
that information?

Mon. W. C. ANGWIN: I conclude that
the gentleman who approached the Federal
Minigtera led them to believe that the Premicr
of this State liad not sufficient votes to en-
able him to earry out a seheme of which he
approved. What is the position? The Par.
linment of Western Australin refused the
works, aml now the promoters get behind the
Iartiament of Western Australia,

Mpz. Johnston: You mean the Upper Honse
retused,

Hon, W, (!, ANGWIN: Well, the Upper
Honse is part of the Parliament of Western
Australin, 1t wos® the country members of
that House who threw it out. They realised
that this was likely te be a millstone round
their neeks. Now the promoters want to get
behind Parliament,  They do uot waat Par-
timment to discuss the gunegtion of whether it
is likely to be a payable proposition. They
wnid to the Prime Minister, ‘‘Lend us the
meney to do it, and we will get it from the
Giovernment of Western Australin in another
way.”?  And they come along with this Bill
and ask the Government of Western Aus-

had not

Who gave Senator Russell
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tralin to advance to lndustries Assistance
Hoard clients 2d. per bushel, 1f a quarter
of the wheat went through the Industries
Assistance Board last year there is the full
amount of £100,000 required to commence
the works, the £100,000 patd by the Govern-
ment of Woestern Australin; and the posi-
tion will be that with the £100,000 of
the Western Australian Government's money,
which is owing to them, and the £500,000
from the Commenwealth, those who have
this  matter in  hand will come along
to the State Government and say, You
have £100,000 invested here. Lt will be
imposgible for us to earry on the work
andl have the bLuoildings erected without Par-
ltamentary sanction.’’ We are going to erect
public uwudertakings which will mean before
completion two million or two and a half
wmillion. [ say it is time to have it brought
hefore Parliament in a straight and proper
manncr. | ask is it possible to handle wheat,
even in an elevator, when the farmer has to
pay for bags to take it to the siding, and
when one-third of the wheat will have to be
shifted in bags?! The farmers will have to
huy bags to send the wheat to the seaboard,
and will have to pay the heavy cost of ma-
chinery with 6 per cent. or more as interest
added.  In these cireumstances will it be
posgible to make of it a payable proposition?
i say it is impassible at the present time, and
those who formed this company know it. 1
hope that Parliament will see to it that not
a fraction of State money is going into this
company unless the Bill is brought down in a
jroper manner und unless the State takes con-
trot of the construction of the works,

The Premier: [ will give yon that under-
taking,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN, I regret [ can-
net deal with matters coutained in the other
Bill, and that tics we to some extent. The
Premicr says he intends to protect the cred-
ifor in this Bill,  Sinec it has been intro-
duced T have cndeavoured to get some infor-
mation concerning it, Tf the Bill is passed,
as T am told it is drafted to-day, and the
Government earry out the intentionr of the
Bill, not the intentions of the Premier as
stated to this Chamber, it will not be worth
the paper it is printed om,

The Premier:  Why?

Mon. W, (. ANGWIN: The Premier can-
not advanee 2d. per bushel on wheat unless
the persons holding the wheat handle the cer-
tifieates, and they eannot hand the certifi-
eates to the Minister if they are on the In-
dustries Assistance Board--—

The Premicr: That is so.

Hon, W, C. ANGWTN: Because they have
not pot the eertificates to handle. The certi-
ficates are there as sceurity for money al-
ready owing. 'They represent prier engage-
ments before the introduetion of this Bill

The Premier: That s in the Bill

Hon., W, . ANOGWIN: That is not what
the Premier told the Chamber,

The Premier: Ves, it is
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flon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: The Premier said
the manager of the Industries Assistance
Roard, with his approval, may grant the
necessary permsission to these people without
their paying the Government.

The Premier: There are many who are in
eredit.

Heno W, €, ANGWIN: The Premicr said
that there was nearly one million pounds out-
standing at present.  There may be some
farmers in credit.  The Govermment have no
right, for the purpose of the formation of a
company, to grant one sixpence under the
Imlustries Asgistance Act until the liabilities
under that Act have been paid. We have
nothing tc e with those who are clear of
the Act, There is no neeessity for o Bill for
these people.  We have nothing to do with
farmers who are outside the scope of the
Act, Wu have to remember that for years
this cowntry has heen going without the
money necessary to pay for their land. For
years the State has been going without the

money nocessary to pay the .Agricultural
Bunk iuterest.

The Premier: No!

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: Some of it has

been paid, T admit, bet the State’s jost dues
in other matters, such as machinery, ete,, which
are owing to the UGovernment for advances,
kave not been paid. We are paying a big
staff for the purposc of looking after the
interests of the State in this direction. We
are doing wrong te bnild up a private com-
pany at this juneture whereby the funds of
the State have to be used for this purpose.

The P'remier:  They cannot be used.

Hon, W, (. ANGWIN: T am of apinion
that the only chance this cempany has in
regard to their £100,000 is to get it out of
the Government for the purpose of making
a start, amd when they have made a start
there will he only Government money in the
undertaking.

Mr.  JOHNNSTON  (Williams-Narrogin)
[10.44]: | congratulate the Goverument up-

on having breought this Bill forward.

Hen. W, C, Angwin: You have not taken
legal advice on the matter.

Mr. JOIINSTOXN: It evidenees a preper
desire on the part of the Premicr to assist
in the establishment by co-operative ecom-
panies of these grain elevators threughout
the wheat districts of Western  Australia.
It is a great pity that the Bill whieh was
introdueed by the Honorary Minister (Mr.
Baxter), some two years ago for the ratit
fication of an agrecment for the ercetion of

silos  thronghout Western  Australin - with
Federal anoney was rejected by the Upper
Housce.

Mon, W. €, Angwin: Tt saved this roun-
try scores of thousands of pounds.

Me. JOHNSTON: T can hear the voice
of the member for North-Tast Fremantle
ringing in condemnation of the actions of the
Upper Monse from time to time in jettison-
ing Bills whieh passed the people’s Chamber.

[ASSEMETLY.]

[ know of no worse action cver perpetrated
by the Upper ITonge than this failure to
ratify that Bill,

The Premier: It would have been a waste
of muney at that time.

My, SPEAKER: The hon. nember ean-
not under this Bill pass strictures upon an-
other place.

My, JOINSTON:  lad that Bill been
approved Iy Parliament at that time it wonld
not have been necessaory for this company to
veme into existence for the erection of grain
clevators in Western Australin,  We would
have had o large proportion of the work done
at very mnch less expense than the company
will now he able to do it for.

IHon, W. C, Augwin: .fust as they got it
in Bydney, [t cost thousands of pounds ta
put in order.

Mr. JONNSTON: They lave fine cleva-
tors in the wheat districts of New Sonth
Wales. | bhad the pleasnre nf seeing them,
and it is that knowledge which makes e
regret the fuilure of this Parliament to

ratify  the  measure  brought  forward
by the QGovernment, Reference hus  been
made to the work of Mr. Basil Murray

in preparing the agrecment with Mr, Hughes
tor the construction of these elevators. Mr.
Murray has done no greater service for the
producers of Western Australia than he per-
formed in the making of that agreement. |
doubt very much if there is anyone clse in
the State who conld have secured so faveur-
able an agreement from the TFederal Govern-
ment,  The people of Western Australia have
overything to gain by it

Hon. . Collier: Why?

Ar. JOAXSTOXN: And the State has no-
thing to lose.

Ton, P. Collicr: VF the Government have
geted on the lines of eguity and fair dealing
that ought to have heen eonceded to anvone
olse heside Mr. Mureray.

Mr. JOHNSTON: That is so.

Hon, P. Collier: The hon. member says no
one olse would have got it hut Mr. Murray.

Mr. JOHNSTON: Mr. Morray had to
interest the Prime Minister in the undey-
tiaking,

flon. P. ('ollier: In what way?

My, JOHNSTON: Mr, Murray had o
show him the injury that the wheat grower
of this State has svatained through the ac-
tion of another place in rejecting a measure
whirh was greatly to the interests of the
Western Australian wheat grower,

Hon. P. Collier: The best way of inter-
esting the Prime Minister wounld have been
to show how to swing the Country party
votes in his favour. .

AUr. JOJUXSTON @ Mr. Murray would
have no power to advance any argument of
that kind.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member eannot
disenss Mr. Murray on the second reading of
this HWill,

Me, JOTUINSTON: Tt would not have ap-
perled to Mre. Willimm Morris TTughes if that
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argument had been advaneed. The Federal
Government have agreed to advance to the

Western  Australian  Co-operaiive  Grain
Growers  Hlevators, Ltd, by way of
loan, a sobgidy of £2 for every £1
that  the  producers of  Western  Aus-

tralia put into this movement., This is o
matter which quite properly we might have
expeeted the State Government te have un-
dertaken, just as the State Government of
New South Wales undertook not only the
provision of silos twe years ago but the pro-
vision of a complete system of handling
grain in bulk by means of elevators.

ITon, ', Collier: It does not matter; you
arg getting it done hy Government all the
kAo,

Mr, JOHNSTOXN: That is so. but under
thizs measure the PFederal Govermment are
coming to the assistance of the producers of
Western Anstralin, when through the actions
of another place the State Government were
prevented from carrying the work into cffect,

Hon. P, Collier: The preducers de not
enre 8o long us it is some Government.

Mr. JOHNSTON: The producers in this
matter are self-vontained. They ave putting
their own pood maoney iuto it to the extent of
£300,000.

How. P. Collier: Tt is not there yet.

Mr. JOHNSTOXN: And £100,0000 of their
own thrifty savings will be puot into the
construetion of these elevators before the

Federal  Govermmont  advances  are  forth-
voming.  We o enn congratulate the wheat
wrowers of Western  Australia upon  their

wturdy spirit of self-relinnee as evidenved by
the fact that when the State measure failed
to reeeive the approval of Parlimuent they
wot to work and recided to put their own
money into it, ad Mre. Hughes was  good
enongh to say - Yes, | koow it was not the
fault of the men working in the baeckblocks
of Western Australin that they were pre-
vented from taking advantage of the pro-
visions, which | effered to them——

Hon. W. C. Amgwin: Who was respon-
sible for the Bill not passing?

Me, JOTINSTON:—and for the benefit of
the wheat growers of Western Austealia T
will loan the money to the Farmers’ Co-
operative Company on the hasis of £2 for
every £1 they put inte the schemne,’’

fon. W. C. Angwin: Was it not the
farmers” representatives whe did not vote
for the Lill?

Me. JOONSTON: | am not here to hokd
a  post-mortem examination on  what hap-
penedd at that time; 1 am here to express
appreciation of the attitude of the Woestern
Australian Government in bringing in this
small measnre to agsist the gelf-relinnt cfForts
of the vo-operators in the wheat belt who
are putting their own mouney inte this afair
without stint.

Mr. Browa:
is it not?

Hlon. P. Collicr: light per cent.

Mr. JOHNSTON: Tn econjunction with
Mr. W. D, .Johnson and others, T have been
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seeeesstul i my cfforts in inducing farmers
ty tuke up shares.

Hon. P. Collier: You eaught the unsophis-
tieated farmer unawares.

Mr, JOFINSTON: The farmers knew what
they were doing when they heard that the
co-aperative bulk handling scheme was being
put forward with the jmprimatur of the
Westralian Farmers Ltd., and with the re-
vommendation of such men as Mr, Basil
Murray, Mr. \WW. D, Johngon and others. The
tarmers attended the meetings in large num-
hers, anddl in most of the loealities that I
visited  they took up their full quota of
shares  practically to a man  without
any persuasion or pressure.  Mr. Bath iz also
o director of the eompany, Wherever [
went | found that the farmers needed little
urging to take up shares. They ecame along
determined to do their part to assist in fhe
establishment of the bulk handling system
in Western Australin by their own co-opera-
tive cfforts.  FKvery wheat grower in Wost-
ern Australin should be in this movement to
ensure its sueeess, and tor my own part I have
donbts as to the scheme heing fully sueeess-
ful unless all the wheat growers in every
district are permitted to take up their full
quata of shares where they desire to do so,
Fvery settler who is  working under the
direction and with the assistance of the In-
dustries Assistance Board should he allowed
tn vome into this movement, provided, of
course that his position is sound. Tt will be
imposaible to cstublish the clevators unless
all the produecrs tike their quota of shares.

Hon, W. €. Angwin: 'The Fmdustries As-
sistaneg Board people ¢annot take up shares
under this Bill.

Mr, JOHNSTON: They should he per-
mitted to de so. Many of the farmers are
working with the assistanee of the chartered
Iunks, and are heing permitted, where their
aceonnts justify it, to take up their fair
yuota "of shares. Sorely the farmer whose
position is sound, whose property is mort-
gaged to the Agricultural Bank should net,
in this respeet, be placed at a disadvantage
as compured with the settler whose "property
is mortgaged to a private bank,

Mon, W, €, Angwin: The Industries As-
sistance Aet is not n banking Act.

Mr. JOIINSTON: Tt is nevertheless n
good Aet and [ hope the lon, member will
assist to make it permanent. T nnderstand
that the Bill hefore us now has received the
approval of the chartered banks who hold
farmers' mortguges. T understand also that
it meets with the approval of the wheat
scheme, and alse of the direetors and mem-
hers of the West Australian Grain Growers
Elevators, Ltd. 8o that the main points
this Tlouse would have to consider hefore
passing the measure into law would be to ree
whether the intercsts of the farmers as weil
as the intevests of the consumers are pro-
teeted. So far as the intercsts of the far-
mers are coneerned, we know that this, a
farmers’ own movement, that they will econ-
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trol the ecompany, owning as they do all the
shares in it. May T say that in this com-
pany no one exeept actual wheat growers
are at pregent permitted to take shares. Those
who arc uot wheat growers are not per-
mitted at the preseat stage to become share.
halders in the company, Tt will be scen, there-
fore, that this is in reality, as it is in name,
a grain growers eo-operative elevators com-

pany.  In regard to the consumers, the com-
pany will be precluded, by its agreement
with the Commonwealth Government, from

dealing in grain,  There is, therefore, no
fear whatever of the elevators or  siles
heing uwsed to forther the interests of any
private party in any manner contrary to the
ptblic good, or of any monopoly in grain aris-
ing from the operations of this company, As
showing the purely co-operative natore of
the company, T point out that all profits
above 8 per eent, made by the company will
be divided amongst all the wheat growers
who put their wheat into the elevators on the
basis of grain that they have delivered. Tt
will thus be seen that the company will be
a grood thing for the wheat growers, but those
who are not sharcholders in the company
have their interests fully protected under
an  agreement  made with  Mr.  Hughes,
equally with the interests of those wheat
growers who are shareholders. T support the
second reading of the Bill and congratulate
the Government on their aetion in having
intraduced it.

On motjon by Mr.
journed.

(‘hesgon, debate  ad-

MOTION—DISCHARGE OF ORDERS.

On motion by the Premier the following
(rders of the day were discharged from the
Notice Paper:—

State Trading Conecerns Aet Amendment
Rilt, Seeond reading.

University of Western Australin  Aet
Amendment Bill, Sceond reading.

Fisheries Act Amendment Bill, Secend
reading.

Stallions Registration Dill, Committee pro-
{rress.

Architects Bill, Second rcading.

Rottnest Tsland Bill, Second reading.

House adjourited at 171 pm.

| COUNCIL,)

Neatslative Council,

Wednesday, 15th Decenber, 1920,

Question :  Mlnlug, Expertmental Treutmcnt. Plunt 2932
Standl nﬁjomer, Suspension 2882
Aszent - - 25880
Blils : Factorles ond Shops, report 2386
Meekatharra~Horseshoe Rallway, Com. 2585
Genernl Losn and Inscribed Stock Act Amcnd-
ment, 1. - 2504
Lond Act Amenduwnt. Ik. 2304
Prevention of Cruclty to Anl.mals, Ammbly a
Awmendments 2304
Railway Classification Bioard .. 2394
Industrics Asslatance Act éontinuance, 2R.,
Com. ,,, ... 2807
Industrinl Arbitration Act Amendment, 2R.... 2408
The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 3
pan., and read prayers,

QUESTION=-MINING, EXPERIMENTAL
TREATMENT PLANT.

Hou, K. . HARRIS asked the Minister
for Bdueation: 1, What is the cause of the
delay in erecting the experimental treatment
Mant at the School of Mines, Kalgoortie?
2, Is it a faet that the building additions
for the plant were completed last Jaly?! 23,
Will the plant be ready for use when the
school vesumes after the New Year?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, The matter has been expedited as
mueh as possible. 2, The building was com-
pleted on the 17th August. 3, Every cffort
is being made in this dircetion and it is
hoped and anticipated that it will be in read-
iness when the sehool re-opens,

BTANDING ORDER SUSPENSLION,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. H ©T. Colebateh—kEast) [3.3]: T
move—

That Standing Order 62 be suspended
for the remainder of the session.

This is the Standing Order which precludes
the taking of fresh bnsiness after 10 o’clock.
Tt has alwiays been customary in the past to
sagpend this Standing Order oun approaching
the end of the scssion. [t is not my desire
that we should have late sittings, but when
we come towards the close of the session it
may be necessary to sit to a late hour. 1t
never seems possible to reach finnlity without
at least one late sitting.

ITon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM (North)
[3.5]: [t will be within the recollection of
hon. members that about 10 days ago this
same notice of motion appeared on the No-
tice Paper, and T took it upon myself to
represent to the leader of the House that
there were several members whe found it dis-
advantageous to stay late at night, and I
asked him to forego making nse of the privi-
lege under this Standing Order. He agreed



